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Foreword to the Second Edition

Dr. Becker’s translation of the first volume of Keller has now
peen out of print for some time, but inquiries for it are still
frequent. In view of this, but mainly because of the basic
importance of this work, the American Historical Society of
Germans from Russia, with Dr. Becker’s permission, decided to
_ re-print this translation. We offer it herewith to the many members
of our Society who are interested in this pioneer work on the Black
Sea Germans.

Although it was written primarily for the people of the Liebental
district, near Odessa, who were celebrating their centennial in
1904, Father Keller’s first volume has information of interest to all
Black Sea Germans. It provides a description of the geographical
Lcatures of the region; quotes a lengthy extract from Tsar
Alexander’s decree of 1804 regarding foreign immigration to the
region; gives a list of all the German mother colonies, Lutheran,
Catholic, Mennonite and Separatist, founded there from 1787 to
1852; describes the administrative arrangements made for their
government; gives biographies of some of the leading personalities
_among the early administrators appointed by the Tsar; and outlines
he regulations issued by the central government for the guidance
f both administrators and colonists. It describes as well the
ress in education, agriculture, industry and trade, and the part
yed by the Black Sea colonists (in a non-combatant capacity) in
Russo-Turkish War of 1828 and the Crimean War of 1853-56. Of
al interest to descendants of Catholic colonists is a section on
piritual administration of Black Sea Catholics before the
ation of the Diocese of Tiraspol in 1856.

r the Liebental district specifically there is a section on all the
ies of the district, Lutheran and Catholic, with interesting
cs for the year 1858. Finally, for the four Catholic colonies of
trict, Kleinliebental, Josephstal, Mariental and Franzfeld,
an account of their hundred-year history, including for each
a list of the founding families, biographies of the parish
ho served them, and a year-by-year chronicle of events
the century.
any descendants of Black Sea Germans in the United
nd Canada owe a debt of gratitude to Dr. Becker for
s translation available to us. He translated and published
s a labor of love, at a time (in 1968) when it was still far
that our people were really interested in the history of
athers in Russia. As the growth of our Society clearly
tes, interest in this history is growing at an accelerating

ix




rate. There is therefore no doubt t
will receive increasing attention an

hat Dr. Becker’s pioneer wor
d appreciation in the years t

Foreword to the First Edition

In translating and publishing German Colonies In South Russia,

come.

We have taken advantage of this reprinting of the translation t, ]
correct typographical and other errors that have been found in th nstc}::ll:i); npéscgfel(‘} :ra;xsl agermf?;r{gigs at Ov%%lléa;lzg nse(zjr;ggz angh toilgyt}:o
first edition. We have also revised the wording of a number g tory of this country as a whole. The original book was written b;

d Keller, and published in Odessa, Russia in 1904. It

passages that readers have found somewhat obscure.

Adam Giesinger
President, American Historical

Society of Germans from Russia

v, Conra
lines the culture of those early migrants during the period 1804

1904 as well as detailed chronicles of the colonies of
inliebenthal, Josephstal, Marienthal and Franzfeld, along with
es of the original settlers. Many German migrants to Western
ada; particularly Saskatchewan, came from these colonies.

"he book is extremely rare. Indeed, one academic microfilm
any searched the University of Michigan catalogues, the
d States Library of Congress catalogues, the Cumulative
Index, the British Museum and the Keyser Biicher Lexikon,
copy or even a trace of ‘German Colonies in South Russia,’ with
cess. It was by chance that Dr. Becker, while carrying out
y and historic research for an article on his own colony, St.
s, located 18 miles east of Regina, came upon Mr. John
»f Macklin, Sask. who had an old copy of the book. Mr. Bichel
od enough to lend the copy to Dr. Becker who, with the help
ends, spent over 2 years of spare time translating it into
This extremely rare book has now been made available
Dr. Becker’s industry and generosity to the children and
ildren and to generations to come who trace their origins
he Russian colonies.

ace names, weights and measures have been left in the
elling. The reader can find the approximate equivalents
t the end of the book. The wording of the translation
eft as close to the original as possible. ,

Producer,
ask.
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This translation would not have been possible without the h

AUTHOR’'S PREFACE

The purpose of this little book is to inform succeeding
generations in a general way about the circumstances and the
ovents of the founding of the first German settlements in South
Russia and their gradual development since. Although no
world-shaking events are recounted, there is, I believe, much of
interest to all colonists in South Russia. The book gives them a
historical-geographical survey of their new homeland, now grown
so dear to them, from misty antiquity to the time of their
torefathers’ settlement in this region. It gives them information
regarding the sad conditions under which their forefathers settled
here, about the first accommodations provided for the settlers,
about their relations with officialdom in the early years, and about
persons who took an active and sympathetic interest in their weal
and woe. In a word, the book gives a brief survey of the

received from my many friends. I wish to thank Dr. E. Fiegu development of the German colonists in South Russia in the last 100
Mr. R. P. Penner, and particularly Professor C. P. Brockett for o e Detailed reports about the various aspects of the

unstinting assistance. I also wish to thank Mrs. H. Rei_me'r for
help with the many Germanised-Russian words. A special thank
due the typists, Delores Hedlund and Monica Mollan f(_)r th
patience and endurance, and to my wife for her help in pr

reading.

The two maps in this book have been reproduged, with t]ze k
permission of Dr. Karl Stumpp. The map showing the mtgrat
routes is from Dr. Stumpp’s book “Die Russland Deut§chen [
Russian Germans”). This book is now available in Englzs]z. The mi
showing the location of the colonies in South Russ@a is from
Stumpp’s personal file. Professor J. S. Height has kindly provt

the plans for the colonies of Josephstal and Franzfeld.

AB.
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evelopment I have reserved for future volumes.
To the Catholics of the Liebental district the appended
hronicles bring more exact information about the life of their
estors, especially in the first years of the settlements. If not
rything described here is praiseworthy and exemplary, it is not
ult, for the sources in the archives force me to tell it as it was.
I have not included in this book the German colonies on the
a and in other provinces of the Russian Empire, because it is
ntention, when circumstances are more favorable and God
res me to health, to write separately about these. Nor have I
ded here the new colonies founded on bought land, because I
have adequate information about them.
circumstances under which this book was written, I must
penly, could not have been more unfavorable. Persons from
I could have expected, according to accepted standards of
r, obliging kindness, provided the greatest obstacles for
. a result I was obliged to make many abridgements in the
let it go out into the world with many defects. The most
ng features of the book are the many disfiguring
ical errors, which my kind readers can ascribe to the
e conditions of this time. The frequent workers’ strikes
printing was in progress in Odessa and the shortage of
German typesetters exonerate the printer to some

t fail on this occasion to express my warm thanks to all
‘helped to make this work possible. I am grateful above




all to Actual State Councillor Somow, who most graciously placed
at my disposal for my work the Archive of the former Colonist
Welfare Committee, and the Ministerial Councillor Miiller, who
gave me access to the Archive of the former South Russian
General-Gouvernement. I also thank Professor von Stern an
University Librarian Brun, the first of whom permitted me to u
the library of the Society for History and Antiquities, and the latt
the library of the New Russian University. Nor must I forget
give recognition to the services rendered to me by the communi
of Kleinliebental.

That this little book has many deficiences and errors is w
known to me. I therefore beg friends of the truth to point out to mg
without reservations and without diffidence any errors that they
find and to give me their individual opinions of this work. It is only
by united striving for truth and clarity that we shall succeed
presenting the history of the German colonists in Russia in
proper light. So, out you go, little book! out into the wide wor
Tell the people that you are indeed a deficient creation, which s
the light of day in a difficult period, but that you can tell them ma
things about the old days and that you can announce to all Germa
in the great and mighty (?) Russian Empire the memorable new
that they have now become a free people, enjoying equal righ
with the natives, that they now have the right to develop th
abilities, as bearers of civilization, in all directions, and as such
struggle and to strive in the new era for the first prize int
cultural development of the new Russia.

God grant that this may come about!

Odessa, November 23, 1905, on the feast of St. Clement.

The Auth
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