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FOREWORD

r the past couple of years, I have shared with the American Historical
of Germans from Russia (AHSGR) the wonderful privilege to
th Ulrich Merten as he pursued publication of his most recent

Vaices from the Gulag. 1 am convinced that his latest venture will

asting contribution to the expanding corpus of literature on the

- _¢man experience in the former USSR,

¢ of my deepening appreciation for what Merten is accomplishing

om the fact that he is 707 a German from Russia. Through him,
gs, and his many personal associations, however, the Germans

Jssia now can claim a staunch colleague, friend and supporter who

1 another avenue to share their compelling story with a broader

.nal audience.

% extensive foray into this Diaspora group’s historical twists

began only several years ago when he published his well-

st book, Forgotten Voices, on the forced mass deportations and
nts of Eastetn Europe’s ethnic German minorities at the end
ond World War.! One patt of that larger tragic postwar era
eansing and collective guilt and vengeance included ethnic
acuated from occupied Ukraine under the Nazis and later
triated back to the Soviet Union to reside in exile in remote
toties. In both knowledge and spitit, then, Merten truly has

¢ nature and full extent of the ethnic group’s darkest time
underscore his bedrock commitment to preserving propet
understanding,

Merten does not intend his extensive compilation to
search, but rather he seeks to assemble, synthesize and
1 the English language a broad overview of key historical
y documents, and scholatly examinations of the initial
ts and overriding tragedies of ethnic German colonization

maf Impressive collection saves the wider public much time




e

and energy 10 rracking down and prioritizing the substantial mountain of of Soviet power could just as easil i
y and quickly be counted amo
ng the

records already available in di‘fferent languages o regim % next quota of political victims

The ethnic Germans it Russia have become 2 significant global Today, the general public often fo£ : :

Diaspora, noW qumbering in the millions who craverse six continents, Lo Jinary Soviet citizens Tt gets—or simply is unaware—that

Vet the general population today still knows little about this ethnic ~ore at times € omplicit with e Len?g Sa flliumb# of ethnic Germans,

people’s many accomplishments and setbacks over the past two and a half Jis ethnic group like other categories rd} ;fledlplreglme. It held true that
e

centuries. Merten views it as necessaty that this compilation of materials

of a primary and secondary pature draw wider attention t0 2t almos

forgotten chapter in the tumultuous twentieth century: Tt is intende
eate better understanding and sympath

to generate mote exposure and ct
for what had happened in Russia by reaching out to those multitude

outside of the ethnic German community and narrow academic circle
The purpose here is not o preach to an audience already generally famili
with this narrative, but to expand historical awareness and comprehensio
ut the USSR’ ethnic Germans beyond the old ethnic confines. Hi
targeting of a general reading audience also allows the historical reco
to petpetuate itself in the public consciousness. The AHSGR has th
given him 2 vital platform with which to begin this monumental effort
reclaim and sustain the historical record for subsequent generat'tons,

The festering historical problem of Soviet mass reptession, Of €
Stalin, continues tO challenge our most b
conceptions of human nature. How could such terrible things b

der the proud bannet of equality and progress?

become possible unt
complexity of human natute lies at the heart of this matter. ' 12
al nets far and wide for n '

The Lenin-Stalin regime cast its politic
four decades, the moral and cultural ramifications extending well bey:
the Cold War. Many ethnic Germans fell under this wide sweep of
swelling ranks of Communism’s victims. Notably during Stalin’s iy

er (1927—1953), ot only real of perceived political opponents

pow
even Soviet citizens who had been either quiet bystanders or enthus
e ideol

fellow travelers also often latet found themselves caught in th
and po]itical cross haifs, condemned nOW as enemies of the all-po
state, and declared guilty of fabricated charges tO face either exie

Gulag or the executionet. At its worst, Stalinism functioned in 2 pet?

sense as an equal opportunity oppressot, as yesterday’s appare

callously targeted for class (economic), religioulsn i?c‘;’ljt ;oc:ity could
o the Lemn—Staﬁn petiod from 1917 to 195’33 thoa in‘ reasons
bers held their own rationales for cooperatin’ Wit‘;lgclndlvldoal
jals. Personal motivations vatied, whether the resglﬂt of sta(z:n E;ist

ats,

idation, and blackmail, ot even originating out of personal vendettas

ell as blatant opportunism and prospects for cateer :
sm indeed encouragedapervasive political atmos her p;OmOtlol'q‘
truggle fot self-preservation that motivated n}; h; 0 p;@nom
eagues to turn on one another. On this mattc(:gr o(f)rséroyrilein:: ,
-¢ra

ity among ethnic Germans, Timoth .
2o have rightly noted y J. Kloberdanz and Rosalinda

how f i i i
o elllow villagers often spied and informed on one another. Party
s always were willing to grant i o
illin special favors to tk
o villin : hose who crosse
= - Eiopm;ldls}tl ;1de and then informed on so-called “enemied
e. eighbors turned on !
; each other; b
- . ‘ . brothers betra
Cret, dleven small children informed on parents who pr ye(d
or w. i itici e
ho dared to whisper criticism of Stalin or other pSozri t
e

outright genocide undet

ust i th i :

mpassmnﬁ:tnaked will to survive, at times fotcing human
o i i

o ;)‘(.treme breakmg points. In the most tertible

alini ring out either the very best or very worst in

n, Merten’ ilati is s
L alnosut ce(t)}rlr;pﬂzélon is sxgniﬁcant in addressing
il Somc fermams in today’s general literature
e s oh academia’s ivory towers. Germans
e tlms ave ‘long‘ been cast historically as
L ate victims m.other instances.” Merten
atures of group identity that scholarship




and popular culture have sometimes either overlooked or eXagger,
too often mainstream culture still portrays Germans worldwide i
brush strokes and wooden generalizations, in an oversimplifieq ot
manner as a result of the two tertible world wars, especially in -
the nihilistic and racist debacle of Nazism which tainted neatly eve
within its aggressive reach, not least of all the ethnic German co
in the Fast. Partly because of the Soviet Union’s considerable sa
made against Nazi Germany between 1941 and 1945, certain W
intellectual and political circles have sometimes also tended to do
Communism’s crimes against humanity worldwide over the past ¢
An estimated total of ninety to one hundred million people have neg,
died under various Communist regimes since 1917, with about i
thirty million in the USSR alone.* Of those were nearly one milliog
Germans who unnecessatily petished in Russia between approxi
1915 and 1950.
Stll making it sometimes difficult for scholars to establish 4
balanced view of this group’s history is the fact that two po
rival ideologies, the Black Swastika and the Red Star, in the eatly
simultaneously claimed the Soviet Union’s ethnic Germans as thej
Admittedly, the Nazi label should never have been applied to the
Germans in the first place, as the group was never physically 4]
suppott Hitler’s invasion, even if they had wanted to do so. The
Germans were simply located too far beyond the reach of the ady:
German armies, and Stalin’s order in late August 1941 to depor
eastward en masse helped ensute that the separation was permanen
Volga Germans’ guilt by association with the hated “fascists,” none
persisted over the decades.
Much as during the early yeats of Soviet power under Lenin and
ethnic German motivations under Nazi rule in occupied Soviet U
ran the spectrum. Traditional anti-Semitism was sometimes mag
by the newfound desire after the summer of 1941 to exact te
against Jews who supposedly had been leading the Communist ¢
Add to this volatile political mixture the peer pressure of local neig
and armed local defense units, the greed to collect Jewish clothin
property in a time of matetial want, the belief after the recent tta

' a life had simply lost its value and meaning, or some
o ;
- By contrast, extraordinary cases also arose

V bove. : .
f;l gl:r;ans sought to protect their Jewish neighbors from

tion squads. . o
t“fl{jlclk v?ew howevet, could at times obscure distinctions
/0L >

Germans and other groups in the occupi'ed SoxTiet
the wat. For example, some ethnic Ger@ans in Ukj?a}he
< of Nazi execution squads for ques‘tlonab.le pohtllcal
‘mafriage to Jews. One recorded incident 1g Sov@t U.krame
ncapsulated the region’s pr-ofound gCOpOhUCZ.Il ironies. In
941, the SS shot an ethnic Getman collective (éo/./é/yoz)
¢ village of Kandel (Ribalskoye today) along the Dniester
this rather unlucky Communist had returned home only
adier after surviving a six-year sentence in a Soviet 'lal‘aor
ual competing claitms over national identity and affiliation
. into the ethnic group’s precarious political and cultural
SSR duting the Cold War’s tense East-West ideological
45 to 1990.
rten considers several other general misconceptions about
rmans in Russia. This Diaspora community s extensive,
s existing within this greater global human dispersion of
ndred years. This far-flung community today does not
1all enclave or miniscule population in the former USSR
tet, in other parts of the world. They in fact had once
e of the largest national minority groups in both Imperial
Soviet Union, not to mention theit infamous distinction as
the deported Soviet peoples under Stalin. Moreovet, they
d as a significant and productive labor pool for much of
oing back to the tsars’ invitations for them to colonize and
olga and Black Sea Regions, and then into the Siberian and
expanses. Even into the late Soviet petiod, Moscow and
‘lk:egional centers appreciated the value of this vast labor
cated but prized citizen-workers. The series of migrations
sia’s and the USSR’s ethnic Germans before, during and
1ism, as patt of a global German Diaspora, has also today

Xiv




given rise to huge immigrant populations in North and Soyg, 4 NOTES
as well as sizeable émigré communities in united Germany T
Russian dissident novelist Alexander Solzhenitsyn, who himse]¢ .
the Gulag, once cited the traditional Russian saying: “A Germay :
willow tree—stick it anywhere and it will take.” He respected the We Are: Things Our G'erman—Russla;lé}fﬂﬂdpﬂrfﬂts 1;3::;2312
wotk ethic and knack for survival that became legendary and £ the American Historical Society of Germans trom '
proved to be an overly positive stereotype. p. 5. itique of the “victimization syndrome” leveled
Will we take care to hear the ghostly voices from the Gulages see 4 SChOhﬂY e ine the leoitimate suffetings and losses
, 4 g ¢ the current literature treating the legitimate suffering :
heart of Merten’s book lies our need—our duty perhapsmto te SSR’s ethnic Germans: Patrick James Kinville, “Inter\yar Soviet
the past. He realizes that it is impossible now to catry out justice olicy: The Case of the Vo}ga Germans,” Master’s Thesis, Centtal
Soviet Communism’s crimes, but we are at least obligated to ¢q versity - Nationalism Studies Program, Budape.st, Hun.gary, 2013.
the perpetrators, never forget the victims and survivors, and alyg artois, ed., et al, The B/:lzci [Bi/e1<(1f Com”éﬂmf:;i f’éﬂf& 36’2:013
to learn from history. On this note, Solzhenitsyn wrote many ye, ns. Jonathan L\/Illjlrp};ylﬁgigg E 9237]) ramer (Cambridge, MA,
in his famous wotk The Gulag Archipelago: “It is clear enough thy ard University Tes5, ‘
men who turned the handle of the meat grinder...are no longey

otten Voices: The Escpulsion of the Germans from Eastern Europe

e ew Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers, 2012).
Hbgjdanz and Rosalinda (Appelhans) Kloberdanz, “Why We
o

and Michael Wanner, “Excetpt from Odessa Book of L\./onrning:
ainst the Germans in Odessa and Nikolajew Districts of
They have lived the best years of their lives prosperously, well-ng _ 1953 (Part T),” trans. Merv Weiss, Heritage Review 37:3 (Sept.
and comfortable, so that it is too late for any kind of equal rettiby 16 o

When we neither punish nor reproach evildoers, we are not Solzhenitsyn, The G.;,./ag Archipelago, 1918-1 9 56: An Escperiment ;”
protecting their trivial old age, we are thereby ripping the founda igation, abridged edition by Edward E. Ericson, Jr. (New York:

s : 26 ow, 1985), pp. 80-81. . . _
i o mpersine e e ol scord s s, T “rman yston” i e Bl S Regon o n Vol

. . mics, and Everyday Life amid the Tension Generated by Nationalism and
Voices from the Gulag sttives to do. Therein we discover the real tra (1856-1914), trans. LaVern ]. Rippley and Richard Benert, ed.
that a people invited to the Bast later became targets of their host ¢ £t (Lincoln, NE: American Historical Society of Germans from
Noted scholar Dietmar Neutatz has concluded his lengthy hi ,p. 430.
investigations into the group with a similar question of “What co
beenr” had the disastrous chain reaction of the First World Wa
taken place. Where would Russia, or its ethnic Germans, be today
had turned out otherwise?’

Dr. Eric]. S
Northwestern Oklahoma State Unt
Alva, Oklahoma, Mat

xvii




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

wledge the untiting editorial assistance of my wite,
et help this book could not have been written. Of
¢ also in writing this book was the continuing support
¢ Eric J. Schmaltz, Professor of History, Northwestern
aiversity. He was my mentot on the complex history of

Russia. Out discussions plus his written works were

et, Bibliographet, Germans from Russia Heritage
Dakota State University Libraties, was of invaluable
ducing me to many historical sources and assisting me
<. Professort J. Otto Pohl read the manusctipt and gave
stions about important elements of the book that were
anks also to Jerry Siebert, Chair of the Editorial and
ittee of the American Historical Society of Germans
having read the book and supported its publication,
m Tneck fot the arduous task of producing the book.
to Dr. John Glad, professor emeritus of Russian history
f Maryland, Professot James T. Gessele, who both read
on my manuscript, and to Dr. Lawrence Klippenstein,
st at the Mennonite Heritage Centet of the Canadian
rsity, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, who reviewed the

o mention my good friend and Russophile, Robert Ross,
to read the manuscript, making good recommendations,

s IT expert, Philip Merten, who is building the book’s




