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Hello Everyone,

I hope everything is going well for all of you and this newsletter finds you in good health.  Spring 
is in the air and summer will soon be here.  This should give all of us a chance to get out and 
about and enjoy the warmer weather.  

I hope you enjoy this Newsletter.

Regards,

Mike Meisinger
Village Coordinator for Messer and Neu Messer

Correction to date in last newsletter:  The date for the postcard with a picture of the 
Messer church in the last newsletter was translated incorrectly.  It should have been August 27, 
1912 and not 1927.  

Neu Messer immigration to Durham, Kansas:  Our ancestors began leaving the Volga
colonies for North and South America in the mid-1870s.  The wave of immigration continued into 
the early twentieth century, peaking in the 1910s.  As our ancestors left Russia they tended to 
travel in groups whenever possible, and sought out places to live where they would be near their
former neighbors.  Thanks to correspondence from Ruth Geis Dyer, a Neu Messer descendant, 
I became aware of, and did a little research on, one of the areas where an early group of Neu 
Messer immigrants settled.  In 1876 members of the Geis and Lorenz families from Neu Messer
settled in Marion County, Kansas a few miles northwest of the small town of Durham.  In the 
1880 Census we find three Lorenz families and four Geis families living in Liberty township in 
Marion County.  Between these families there were 32 people who had previously lived in Neu 
Messer.  16 of those people were born in Messer and moved to Neu Messer with their families 
when it was founded in 1862-1863.  There were also four young members of these families who 
had been born in Kansas between 1876 and 1880.  A few years later the Peter Lipps family from
Neu Messer joined them.

By 1900 some of the members of this group had moved on to Oklahoma as land became 
available there, settling primarily in Blaine County.  However, there are still three Lorenz 
families, three Geis families, and one Lipps family living very near each other in northwest 
Marion County.  The maps below were taken from a 1902 atlas of Marion County.  The upper 
section shows the southern portion of Logan township and the lower section show the northern 
portion of Moore township.  (Logan and Moore townships were both part of the larger Liberty 



township of 1880.)  Although there is a break between the two map sections below, they were in 
fact adjoining areas with the J. J. Geis farm directly north of, and just across the road from, the 
John Lorenz farm.  I have underlined the names of the Neu Messer immigrants in red.  (I have 
included the Conrad Heinrich farm since his wife was Marguerite Geis, of Neu Messer.)

If you look very closely at the
southwest corner of the Conrad 
Heinrich farm, you will see there is a
cemetery.  This is the Durham Baptist
Church Cemetery.  It is 1 ½ miles north
and 4 ½ miles west of Durham.  It
appears virtually all of the burials there
are Volga Germans.  At least
seventeen are people from Neu
Messer.  Eleven of them were born in
Messer before Neu Messer was
founded.  Although the cemetery is in
the country, on a dirt road, it is very well
maintained.  It is a quiet resting place
for this group of our ancestors who
braved the unknown to make a new life
for themselves in America.  



Headstone of Johann Christian Geis, born in 
Messer August 20, 1828, moved to Neu Messer in 
1863, immigrated to the United States in 1876.

Headstone of Heinrich J Lipps and his
wife Maria K Wunsch.  Heirnich was born
in Messer May 11, 1859, later moved to
Neu Messer, and immigrated to the United
States in 1888.

1834 Messer Census Families 53 – 55:  As some of you may know, families 53 – 55 are
 missing from the translation of the 1834 Messer Census.  There is a note below family 52 that 
says, “page that records Households 53-55 is missing”.  Fortunately we have some clues about 
these missing families.  There are notes for households 67, 71, and 114 saying the heads of 
these households came from household 54.  Also, there is a note for family 84 saying the head 
of that household came from family 53.  If you compare the households from the 1834 and 1857 
Censuses you see that they are in the same sequence relative to each other.  It can therefore be
assumed that 1857 Census families 54 – 56 are the same families that were 1834 families 53-
55.  Using this information and the marriage, death, birth and confirmation records we have for 
the years prior to 1834 plus the Meisinger and Weibert Surname Charts, we can produce a 
“reconstruction” of these families.  The “reconstruction” below may not be entirely accurate since
we do not have death records past 1826, but hopefully it will help any of you who have been 
wondering about these missing families. 



1834 Messer Census – (Families 53 – 55 Reconstructed)

Line Name Notes
623.01 53 h 59 †1831
623.02 sp 68 third wife
623.03  Johannes s 29 47 by 1st wife
623.04 dl 41
623.05 Johannes  gs 18
623.06 Anna Margaretha  gd 15
623.07 Catharina Maria   gd 13
623.08 Johann Christoph gs  10  
623.09 Johann Heinrich gs  8  
623.10 Johann Peter gs 5
623.11 Heinrich Franz gs 2
623.12 Catharina Elisabetha gd 1 mo
623.13 Johann Heinrich s 33  to household 84, by 1st wife
623.14 Johann Heinrich gs 6 to household 84

623.15 54 h 61 †1818
623.16 sp 71
623.17  Johannes s 20 38
623.18 dl 37
623.19 Catharina Margaretha gd 15
623.20 Heinrich Franz gs  14
623.21 Johann Kaspar gs 11  
623.22 Heinrich Peter gs 9
623.23 Franz Wilhelm s 32  

to household 71    623.24 Johann Friedrich gs 4
623.25 Heinrich Peter gs 2
623.26 Johann Heinrich s 28

to household 114  623.27 Johann Heinrich gs 4 ¼
623.28 Friedrich Leonhardt gs 2
623.29 Johann Adolf s 15  to household 67

623.30 55 h 66 84

623.31  Johannes s 31 49
623.32 dl 52
623.33 Johann Leonhardt gs 10 28
623.34 gdl from Beideck
623.35 Catharina Margaretha ggd 7
623.36 Catharina Maria   ggd 5
623.37 Johann Heinrich ggs  2
623.38 Franz Jakob gs 8 26
623.39 gdl 24
623.40 Anna Margaretha  ggd ½
623.41 Johann Heinrich gs 4 22
623.42 gdl 20
623.43 Catharina Margaretha gd 15
623.44 Maria Christina gd 10

Household 
Number

Relationship 
to Head of 
Household

Age in 
1816

Age in 
1834

Johann Heinrich Meisinger
Christina Barbara Rösler

Catharina Maria Lipps

Johann Heinrich Weibert
Maria Barbara Schneider

Anna Margaretha Brug

Heinrich Becker

No death record found for him in “Messer 
Death Records 1805-1826.  He may have 
passed away 1798 – 1804 or 1827 – 
1834.

Maria Dorothea Weibert

Magdalena Neuberger

Katharina Elisabeth Laufer

Anna Elisabeth Laufer

This reconstruction is based on information drawn from other portions of “The 1834 Messer Census”, “The 1857 Messer Census”, “Messer 
Birth records 1791 – 1820”, “Messer Death Records 1805 – 1826”, “Messer Confirmation Records 1821 – 1856”, "Messer Confirmation 
Records 1856 – 1891”, “Messer Marriage Records 1804 – 1826”, “Messer Marriage Records 1827 - 1891”, and the Meisinger and Weibert 
Surname Charts created by Dr. Igor Pleve.



Records for Messer Families who were previously Colonists in Denmark:  As I
reported in Messer Newsletter 3 in October, 2013, several of the Messer first settlers were 
colonists in Denmark before coming to Messer.  Wayne Bonner, the Village Coordinator for 
Balzer and Moor has been researching church records for the Parishes where these colonists 
lived during their time in Denmark.  He has graciously shared what he has found on our  
Messerer.  

Wendel Schwann, colonist, married Anna Barbara Zahn on 14 April 1760 in the parish of 
Fredericia in Jutland.  Johann Christoph, son of Wendel Schwan, baptized on 12 April 1761 in 
the parish of Karup, Viborg AMT, Jutland.  Hans Michael, son of Wendel Schwan, baptized 27 
June 1762 in the parish of Karup, Viborg AMT, Jutland.  (Messer original settlers family 23)

Adam Mannweiler, colonist, married Anna Juliana Meisterling on 29 June, 1762 in the parish of
Översee in Flensburg.  (Messer original settlers family 9)

Franz Wilhelm Schneider, colonist, married Friederika Catharina Mannweiler on 29 June, 1762 
in the parish of Översee in Flensburg.  (Messer original settlers family 2)

Johann Georg, son of Johann Georg and Anna Christina Mauder was born on 16 June 1763 
and baptized 19 June 1763 in the parish of Schleswig-St. Michaelis.  (Messer original settlers 
family 15)

Julius Meisterlin married Maria Magdalena Hemkem on 6 July 1762 in the parish of Grundhof.  
(Father of Messer original settlers 17 and 20a)

Anna Magdalena, wife of Julius Mesterling, died 1 May 1763, age 50, in the parish of Översee.  
(Step-mother of Messer original settlers 17 and 20a)

Joh. Jacob, son of Andr. Heinr. Zwingmann and Maria Margaretha, (maiden name Klein), was 
born 20 August 1763 and baptized 23 August 1763 in the parish of Havetoft.  (Child of Messer 
original settlers family 13)

Johann Jacob, son of Andr. Heinr. Zwingmann and Maria Marg. (maiden name Klein), died 28 
November 1765, age 1 year, 3 months, as recorded in the records of the parish of Havetoft.  
(Child of Messer original settlers family 13)

Maria Catharina, daughter of Jacob Rosler and Anna Barbara, (maiden name Zehe), was born 4
April 1764 and baptized 5 April 1764 in the parish of Havetoft.  (Messer original settlers family 
18)

Maria Sophia, daughter of Andreas Hinrich and Maria Marg. Zwingmann, was born 13 
November 1764 and baptized 16 November 1764 in the parish of Havetoft.  (Messer original 
settlers family 13)

Thank you Wayne!

Wayne inspired me to take a closer look at the records for Messerer in the Eichhorn book, 
(“The Immigration of German Colonists to Denmark and Their Subsequent Emigration to Russia 
in the Years 1759 – 1766”)



Here are a few more facts I uncovered:

Andreas Hinrich Zwingmann, (Messer original settlers family 13), is listed in the first settlers list 
as being from Hannover.  The Eichhorn book says he was a colonist in Brandenburg for six 
years prior to coming to Denmark.  It also says his wife is Maria Margaretha Klein who is the 
sister of Jacob Klein.  She is Andreas Hinrich's second wife.  There is a note on his Danish 
arrival record stating he arrived in Altona on 23 May 1762 and his first wife died in Altona on 
June 8th. His children by his first wife are Georg Heinrich, 12; Hanna Nerietha, 8; and Anna 
Eleonora, 4, (ages as of August, 1763).

Jacob Rösler, (Messer original settlers family 18), was from Ittlingen, Kraichgau Canton, 
Gemmington.

Johann Georg Schmidt, (Messer original settlers family 6), was the son of Melchior Schmidt a 
blacksmith and soldier from Klein Garrach, Brackenheim county, Württembreg.

Wendel Schwan, (Messer original settlers family 23), was from Schriesheim, Heidelberg county, 
Kurpfalz.  The following is also noted in the Eichhorn book as part of the entry for Balthasar 
Barthuly, as translated by Google Translate,  “On April 26, 1763 together with Theobald 
Ölenschläger and Wendel Schwan was in prison for manslaughter. They escaped from prison. 
Emigrated to Russia...”  There is a similar note in the entry for Theobald Ölenschläger.  There is
a record on Ancestry.com for a Johann Wendel Schwann, the son of Caspar and Ottila 
Schwann, who was born in Schriesheim on 8 August 1739.  This may be our Messer colonist.  
There are also records in Archion, (the German Protestant Church Records Site), for siblings of 
Johann Wendel and a death record for his father.  Johann Caspar Schwann, died in 
Schriesheim on March 22, 1747 at the age of 49 years, 10 months.

Anna Catharina Dincklacker, (Messer original settlers family 24), is recorded as a widow from 
Baden-Durlach.  The Eichhorns speculate she married Friedrich Hammel and is the mother of 
Jacob Dinkelacker, (Messer original settlers family 24a).

Julius Meisterling, is recorded as having a wife and two children in June, 1762.  In June, 1763 
he deserted Denmark.  The Eichhorns speculate he was headed to Russia.  The Eichhorns 
further speculate that he was the father of Christoph Meisterling, (Messer original settlers family
17) and Maria Magdalena Meisterling, (Messer original settlers family 20a, living in the 
household of her brother-in-law, Heinrich Lorenz).

Franz Wilhelm Schneider, (Messer original settlers family 2), is recorded as the son of the 
deceased Michel Schneider.  He is living with his step-mother, Maria Elisabeth Buch and four 
siblings.

German Origins of Manweiler Family:  As I studied the Denmark Messerer, I checked 
on Ancestry.com to see if I could find any connections.  I did find records that appear to be the 
German origins of the Manweiler Family, (Messer original settlers families 5, 9, 11, and 12).

The Eichhorn book lists three Mannweiler families:



Adolph Mannweiler's family in May of 1762 included his wife and three children.  It is also noted 
in Adolph's record that he was the father of Adam Mannweiler and the Eichhorns speculate that
he is the father of Jacob Mannweiler.  

Adam Mannweiler's family in June of 1763 included only himself and his wife.  It is noted that he
is the son of Adolph Mannweiler.  As noted before, Wayne Bonner found a marriage record for 
Adam Mannweiler to Anna Juliana Meisterling in June, 1762.   

Johann Philipp Mannweiler's family in June of 1763 included his wife and two children. 

Wayne Bonner also found a marriage of Franz Wilhelm Schneider to Friederika Catharina 
Mannweiler in June 1762.

The Mai / Marquardt book, lists a marriage of Maria Amalia Manneweiler from the Palatinate to 
Simon Voigt from the Palatinate on March 2, 1765 in Danzig.  This couple appears as Messer 
first settlers family 14, (surname recorded there as Focht/Vocht).

Also married in the same church on the same day are Johann Christoph Meisterling from the 
Palatinate to Anna Maria Dorothea Schultz from the Palatinate.  This couple appears as Messer
first settlers family 17.

A third marriage in the same church on the same day also involves a Messer first settler.  
Johann Adam Beckel from the Palatinate married Juliana Becker from the Palatinate.  Julianna 
may not have survived the journey to the Volga because in the first settlers list, Adam Beckel is 
married to Maria Helena, (Messer first settlers family 22).  This may be a mistake in the first 
settlers list though since in the 1775 Messer Census, Adam Beckel is once again married to a 
Juliana.

Back to the Mannweiler's.

Since Adam Mannweiler has his own entry in the Danish records it is unclear if he is one of the 
three children of Adolph Mannweiler mentioned in Adolph's entry.  If Adam is not, it would 
appear Adolph's three children are Jacob Mannweiler, (Messer first settlers family 12), Maria 
Amalia who married Simon Voigt, (Messer first settlers family 14), and Friederika Catharina who 
married Franz Wilhelm Schneider, (Messer first settlers family 2).

The Manweiler families listed as Messer First Settlers are:

Family 5: Philipp Manweiler, age 35, from Zweibrücken
Wife: Magdalena Maria, age 28
Son: Johann Philipp, age 8
Son: Johann Christoph, age 4
Son: Johann Adam, age ½
Daughter: Maria Elisabeth, age 14

Family 9: Adam Manweiler, age 23, from Zweibrücken
Wife: Anna Julianna, age 22
Daughter: Friederika Katharina, age 3 ½
Daughter: Marianna, age ½



Family 11: Adolph Manweiler, age 64, from Zweibrücken.  
Wife: Maria Elisabeth, age 60

Family 12: Jacob Manweiler, age 19, from Zweibrücken
Wife: Anna Maria, age 16

Now finally, with the Denmark and First Settlers List entries as background, here are the records 
I found on Ancestry:

Johann Adolph Mannweiler was baptized in Finkenbach on August 5, 1703.  His father was 
Hanss Mannweiler.

Maria Elisabetha Schielen was born July 3, 1707 in Meisenheim.  Her parents were Hanss 
Wendel and Maria Catharina Schielen.

Johann Adolph Mannweiler from Finkenbach married Maria Elisabetha Schielen in Meisenheim
on April 25, 1726.

Johann Adam Mannweiler was born on July 1, 1743 in Meisenheim.  He was the son of Johann 
Adolph and Mariae Elisabethae Mannweiler.

Maria Amelia Mannweiler was baptized on July 12, 1746 in Meisenheim.  She was the daughter
of Adolph and Maria Elisabetha Mannweiler.

Johann Philip Manweiler was born February 7, 1732 in Finkenbach.  His parents were Philips 
and Anna Elisabetha Manweiler.  If this is the correct Johann Philip Manweiler who ended up in 
Messer, then he was not the son of Adolph and the brother of Jacob and Adam.  It appears he 
was their cousin based on the following:

Another Johann Philip Manweiler was baptized in Finkenbach on May 7, 1699.  He was the son 
of Hanss Manweiler.  This Johann Philip could be the father of the Johann Philip who ended up 
in Messer.  If this Johann Philip's father is the same Hanss Manweiler as the father of Adolph 
Manweiler, then the younger Johann Philip would be the nephew of Adolph and the cousin of 
Jacob and Adam.

Johann Philip Manweiler married Anna Elisabetha ? In Finkenbach on January 9, 1731.

Joh. Philipp Mannweiler died January 28, 1768 in Finkenbach, age 69.

Finkenbach and Meisenheim are towns, about 6 miles apart.  In the mid 1700s they were in the 
county of Meisenheim.  Meisenheim was ruled at that time by the Duke of Palatinate-
Zweibrücken.

I also found birth or baptism records for other children of Adolph and Maria Elisabetha 
Manweiler born in Meisenheim.  I have not matched any of these births to other Danish or 
Messer records.  All these missing children were born earlier and some did not grow to 
adulthood.  Others may have already established their own families in Germany and decided not
to go to Denmark when their parents did.  They were: Johann Christophel, born in 1727; Anna 



Margaretha, born in 1729 and died in 1730; Anna Elisabetha and Susanna Catharina, twins born
in 1731 and died in September, 1731; Phillips Jacob, born in 1732; Maria Elisabeth, born in 
1735; Johann Jacob, born in 1737 and died in 1740; and Johann Heinrich, born in 1740.

Thus far, I have not found German birth records for Friederika Catharina and Jacob, the children 
of Adolph Manweiler, or Johann Philipp and Johann Christoph the children of Johann Philipp 
Manweiler.  I also have not located a marriage record for Johann Philipp Manweiler and 
Magdalena Maria Grabbe, (Grabbe is her maiden name recorded in the 1798 Messer Census.) 
I did find on Archion a marriage record in Finkenbach for Philipp Mannweÿler from Gersweiler 
on January 25, 1757 to Anna Christina Laub from Gangloff.  (Gersweiler is adjacent to 
Finkenbach.  Today they are considered one town.  Gangloff is near by.)  It is possible that 
Magdalena Maria Grabbe was Johann Philipp's second wife.  More research on this is needed.

There is a birth record from Finkenbach for Johann Philipp Mannweÿler, the son of Johann 
Philipp and Christina, who was born on September 5, 1759.  This birth date corresponds to that 
of Johann Philipp Manweiler, age 8, and the son of Johann Philipp Manweiler, head of Messer 
First Settlers family 5.

New Records for Messer and Neu Messer:  

Messer Confirmation Records 1821 - 1856:  As I announced last month, his document is now 
available from the AHSGR online book store.  

https://www.ahsgr.org/store/viewproduct.aspx?id=17925126

The cost is $55 for AHSGR members and $65 for non-members.

Since young people were generally confirmed when they were 14 years old, this publication 
covers children born in Messer from 1807 – 1842.  There are 1,588 confirmations recorded.  
Neu Messer was founded in 1862, so many of these young people ended up in Neu Messer.

Neu Messer Family Lists for 1888 and 1915:  Dmitry Habermann has graviously given us 
these two lists free of charge.  The 1888 list has been translated by Dr. Elena Edelson using 
funds donated by Tom Schantz.  Dr. Edelson is now working on the 1915 list.  We hope to have 
both ready for distribution in the near future.  Many thanks to Dmitry, Elena, and Tom. 

Messer Personal Book (Communion Register) 1834 – 1849:  This project was reported on in 
the last Newsletter.  It is still in the works but the project will take some time to complete. 

The Story of the Heinrich Brauer and Alexander Meisinger Families:  Maria 
Weber has provided the following story that was written by Olga Brauer, edited by Maria, and 
translated by Dr. Elena Edelson.  Many thanks to Olga, Maria and Elena for making it possible 
for us to read this interesting chronicle of one of our Messerer families.

https://www.ahsgr.org/store/viewproduct.aspx?id=17925126


_____________________________________________________________________________________
A Story of the Brauer Family

Author: Olga Brauer (Sulzbach am Taunus, Germany)
                                                                                     Editor: Maria Weber (Nürnberg, Germany)
                                                                                     Translator: Dr. Elena Edelson (Seattle, WA)
This story of the Brauer and Meisinger families based on memories, documents, and photographs that
were kindly provided by Olga Brauer, a daughter of Heinrich Brauer. 

Photo 1    Heinrich Brauer 05/02/1912 

Heinrich Brauer was born on May 2, 1912 in the colony of  
Messer (Ust-Zolikha). Only his mother, Barbara Brauer, born 
in 1889, was recorded in his birth certificate. So, Heinrich  
knew nothing about his father. No Barbara's marriage records 
were found until the end of 1921.

Photo 2    Barbara
In 1927, Olga, a second child of Barbara, was born. Barbara 
worked as a weaver. They lived with Barbara's parents – 
Heinrich Brauer and Katharina Margareta (nee Schutz). They 
were poor, like many families, but after the revolution and the 
civil war in Russia, they became completely impoverished. At
that time, Heinrich was very young to help the family in 
which he grew up. When he was 7 years old, he attended 
Messer primary school. He studied very well and had 
excellent music skills. The boy enjoyed reading books 
although there were very few books in his colony. By reading 
novels, he traveled with books' characters across countries. He
had a dream to visit places that were described in the books 
that he read. Heinrich started playing early musical 
instruments that he could find in Messer, but his favorite 
instrument was a guitar. He was accompanied by his cousin 
Alexander Meisinger. They both played music instruments at 
weddings, dances, and other events in Messer and in the 
nearby colonies. Also, Heinrich liked to draw. Unfortunately, 
only a few drawings had survived.



Photo 3   Three of Heinrich's drawings made in pencil



After he graduated from elementary school, he couldn't continue education because it was 
necessary to help the family. So, at the age of 12, he began working as an assistant herdsman at the 
beginning, and then he became a herdsman. In the winter, he was hired to work on prosperous peasant 
farms. Although he had a dream to continue his study and travel across the countries, only in 1927, he had 
the opportunity to continue his study. He and the most talented students were sent to Huck as the colony 
had a seven-year school, where the German specialists of the Volga German Autonomous Soviet Socialist 
Republic continued their education. Heinrich told stories to his daughter, "I was very happy because I had 
an opportunity to learn there. Three years of my study were the happiest time of my life. I had many 
friends. I also continued to play music. We studied many subjects, such as geography, physics, chemistry, 
algebra, history, and German language. We had wonderful teachers who knew their subjects perfectly. I 
also started studying Russian language". In 1931, Heinrich attended the agricultural technical school in 
Engels. Relatives could not help him, so he had to earn extra money constantly. It became harder when he 
had to pay for his study. After completing the first year, Heinrich had the opportunity to transfer to the 



Zelman Pedagogical College. There were 6-month republican courses for teachers. From the fall of 1932 
to April 20, 1933, he studied there, and after graduation, he received a certificate of a teacher of physics 
and mathematics to teach grades from 5 to 9.

Photo 4   Teacher Certificate of Heinrich Brauer 

Photo 5    Heinrich Brauer – Teacher

Due to the famine in the 1930s, it was very difficult to find a job. 
After a long search, Heinrich found a job in the colony of Franzosen. 
Living there, he met his future wife Paulina (Lina Bay). They got 
married in Messer on April 9, 1934.

Their first child, Miron, was born on December 25, 1934. Then, on September 18, 1936, their 1st daughter
Garpina was born. When she was 16 years old, she changed her name to Galina. His father named them as 
his favorite books' characters. From 1933 to 1938, the Brauer family lived in the colony of Franzosen. In 
September of 1938, Heinrich received a job as a German language teacher at the Sestrenskaya 7-year 
school of the Kamyshin county in the Stalingrad region. In official documents, his German name was 



changed to Russian: Andrei. Heinrich, like many Germans, later had a problem with documents to confirm
his true identity. He had to prove that Heinrich and Andrei were the same name. His wife had the same 
problem, who later had to submit to the court her documents, recorded in German and Russian, to prove 
that both names belonged to her, and that was her true identity.

Photo 6   Heinrich Brauer and Paulina Bay 

Heinrich taught the German language, mathematics, physical education, and music. At the school, 
he organized an amateur theater where he wore many different hats, such as a screenwriter, musician, and 
actor. For five years of work at the school, he had to perform many job duties, including the director of 
school. He was supposed to be responsible for the educational process at school. Also, in the summer, he 
had to organize a renovation of a school building, and in the winter, he had to provide firewood to teachers
and school. The Sestrenski Village Council also included villages: Vikhlyantsevo, Krasavka, Chuevka, and
2 small farms (khutora): Ionovo and Popovka. These villages had elementary schools. He was supposed to
organize the educational process at those schools, and he was responsible for the students' attendance at a 
seven-year school in Sestrenki.

Photo 7   Heinrich Brauer and his class



During those years, the family had been prosperous. In June 1939, his wife Paulina began working 
at the collective farm. In addition, she sewed clothes professionally, so she earned extra money. The family
could buy livestock: a cow, goats, ducks, and a few chickens. As Heinrich had a great thirst for knowledge,
in 1939, he enrolled in the distance learning courses at the Moscow Central Institute in the Department of 
Foreign Languages in Moscow. In 1941, although he completed the 2nd year of study, the war prevented 
his further education. In 1940, his mother Barbara Brauer and her daughter Olga moved to live with 
Heinrich. Barbara willingly helped her son's family, Olga went to the school. On April 29, 1941, 
Heinrich's daughter Lilia (Lily) was born.

                                                                Deportation

The family had good luck because, unlike the most Germans in the Volga region, the Heinrich's 
family had time to prepare for an eviction. On August 31, a day began as usually: the father was at the 
school, preparing it for the beginning of the academic year. His wife Paulina worked in the field. When a 
military man arrived at the village, Heinrich was summoned to the village council, where the young 
officer announced to him that his family, like other Germans, would be deported. Then Heinrich and the 
officer, accompanied by a representative of the village council, went to the house of the Brauer family. 
There, they recorded all the property. Also, they filled in a card ("kartochka") the names of his family 
members, including his sister Olga, who lived in Engels, where she was supposed to study at the technical 
school. The officer said that all students of German nationality would be sent home, and Olga would go to 
a new place of residence. 

The military man explained what they could take with themselves and that the date of the 
deportation would be announced additionally. In the evening, when everyone was at home, the father 
explained a situation to his wife and mother. Although everyone continued to work, the next day they 
began to pack their stuff. On September 3, Heinrich Brauer received  a resignation order due to his 
eviction to a new location. Paulina worked until September 8, 1941. For the payment, she received 174 kg 
(383.6 lbs) of grain. They grinded grain, baked a lot of bread, and dried hardtacks. All their neighbors 
were sympathetic to them and brought food. The family made cheese and butter from milk. They 
slaughtered their pig, boiled its meat, put it into the bucket, and poured fat over meat. They also salted the 
lard. According to the regulations that he was announced, Heinrich was allowed to take about one ton of 
cargo for the whole family. The family had a large basket with handles. Barbara Brauer wrapped dishes 
and clothes in homemade tablecloths and towels and folded them and clothes to the basket. Bed dress tied 
in large knots. There was a large feather mattress in the house, which they also took with them. It was a 
good decision because at night the whole family went to sleep on it on a wagon train. The father took his 
documents, and his wife took her sewing machine "Singer". As the youngest child was 4 months old, they 
took a small bath for her, which was useful for the whole family on the road and then until the end of the 
war. Everything else remained in the house. All living creatures remained under the supervision of 
neighbors. Everyone could not sleep last night. Olga never came home, and there was no news about her. 
Early in the morning, everyone started getting ready for the road. Many villagers came to say goodbye to 
the director's family. Heinrich gave the house key to the head of the village council. The family was 
promised to save everything and return the house back when they came back. 

In Kamyshin, they were put together with other families, who lived in the Stalingrad region, on the
train. The officials carefully checked the names recorded in the lists. When they checked the names of 
Heinrich's family, they asked for Olga as her name was recorded, but she was absent. The military began 
to ask many questions, and Heinrich had to explain the situation for a long time. After a senior officer 
struck Olga's name off the list, the family was allowed to put on the train.



Photo 8   Eviction Card

Photo 9   Eviction Certificate

After 3 weeks, the train arrived in Kazakhstan. The family was sent to a “special settlement” 
(“spezposelenie”) in the gold mine of the village of Boko in the Semipalatinsk region. They were settled in
a house where another family lived. The house was very old and cold. At the beginning, they ate food that 
they brought and spent the money that they had. Then, Heinrich began working in the gold mine, and since
December 1, his wife Paulina also got a job. In January of 1942, Heinrich was sent to a labor camp. His 
family began starving. Although Barbara was sick, she tried to help the family. She and her oldest 
granddaughter went to the bazaar, where they exchanged the things that they brought for food. Barbara 



knitted beautiful clothes that she also exchanged for food. She also did household chores for other 
villagers. The village in which they lived was multinational. When Heinrich's son Miron went to the 
school, the children spoke Kazakh, German, and Russian languages in his class. But children began to 
understand each other very quickly. The house stood on the edge of the village, and immediately behind 
the street on which they lived, the steppe began. Children often walked across the steppe, collected wild 
onions, sorrel, and various roots and herbs. The boys were catching prairie mice and gophers, which they 
fried at the stake and ate. The children remembered very much flatbread, which they were treated in 
Kazakh families. Barbara took care of the house and children since Paulina worked at the mine. There, 
large pieces of ore were broken into smaller pieces, and the women sorted those stones, discarding waste 
rock. At home after dinner, Paulina sewed clothes on the sewing machine until late nights. In the village, 
she has a reputation of the best dressmaker and often sewed beautiful clothes for prosperous villagers such
as wives of officials. Her children helped her sewing. When a stitch was too long, Paulina guided the 
fabric, and Miron turned the handle of the sewing machine. It was a good experience for Miron. Once, she
got a big order for sewing boxers for the army. Paulina received the material, cut it out, and Miron sewed 
the boxers when his mother was not at home. At the beginning, she checked her son's work, but later he 
sewed it without her supervision. Miron was 11 years old at that time. Many years later, as a married man, 
he continued sewing for his family. Paulina made clothes for her children from small fabric remnants. The 
family's situation was getting worse when grandmother Barbara became ill and could not do household 
chores. She often cried because of her weakness. All household chores were taken over by Miron and 
Galina. When the family left home in the morning, only the youngest daughter Lilia and Barbara stayed at 
home. 

On May 9, 1945, when a coachman appeared shouting out in the schoolyard, "Victory, victory", 
grandmother Barbara died and never knew about the victory, grieved for her daughter Olga and Heinrich 
whom she did not say goodbye to. After the death of grandmother, the family moved to a small house, and 
one day Paulina brought home a goat. Although it was more duties for the children, they had milk. They 
often received letters from Heinrich. Through the newspaper, he found the address of his sister Olga, who 
was deported to Siberia in 1941. At the age of 15, she was sent to the labor camp. The brother and sister 
were very glad that they finally found each other. Olga wrote to him that she got married, and they started 
making plans to meet. But Heinrich received the last letter from Olga's husband, in which he informed him
that she died of dropsy. Unfortunately, the brother and sister did not meet again.

Misfortune never comes alone. There were typhus epidemics in Kazakhstan. In the spring of 1946, 
Paulina got sick. When she was at the hospital, her three children were left alone. Galina and Miron did 
the household chores as best as they could. Fortunately, it was warm outside, and they did not need to heat 
their house. Miron cooked porridge ("kasha"), potatoes, and Grusmehlsuppe (a soup with toasted flour), 
and when they did not have food, they ate green onion with bread. 

On May 28, 1946, as Galina remembered, "Two men in civilian clothes came to us. We didn't 
know who they were, but they brought us terrible news. They told us that our mother was at the hospital, 
and there was no hope for her recovery as she was going to die. So, we had to write a letter to our father 
who could come and pick us up at his place. As Miron was already in grade 4, he wrote the letter, "Dad, 
come quickly and pick us up. Mom is at the hospital and can die very soon".

At that time, Heinrich found work in the city of Krasnoturinsk and worked as a guard at a 
kindergarten. He asked the camp commandant to get his permission to bring the family to Krasnoturinsk. 
The commandant was a kind man, and Heinrich received a document. On the train, he only prayed and 
asked God to help him to save the life of his wife as he had already lost his mother and sister. The older 
children waited for their father, but the youngest daughter did not remember him, so for her, he was a 
stranger. Nobody knew what was helpful for Pauline – Heinrich's prayers or she had good angels, but she
came out of a coma after 2 weeks and slowly began to recover. When Heinrich arrived, Paulina was still at
the hospital. When she returned home, she quit her job officially. After the family packed everything that 
they had, they went to the city of Krasnoturinsk, the place of Heinrich's residence in the Ural. 



At the beginning, the family lived at the apartment of the Popov's family. Although that family 
lived in a small home, they invited the Brauer family to live with them. Later, they also helped Heinrich to
find a small house where the Brauer family moved. But they did not live there for a long time as the house
was very old and cold. Because the “special settlers” (“spezposelenzi”) did not receive state housing, they 
had to build the houses by themselves. When Heinrich worked at the labor camp, he got skilled. He quit 
his job at the kindergarten and got a job as a guard of the paramilitary fire brigade at the Bogoslavsky 
aluminum plant. At the beginning, Heinrich decided to build a temporary small house. At the end of 1948, 
Erika, his daughter, was born; and therefore, in the spring of 1949, Heinrich decided to build a new house 
next to the temporary house to get enough space for everyone's living. It was the first reason for building a
new house, and the second reason was the government decree on November 26, 1948, according to which,
all Germans, who were deported to Siberia, Kazakhstan, etc. during the Patriotic War, had to stay there 
forever and would not return back to places of their previous residence. 

The Brauer family did not have enough money and free time for building construction. But 
Heinrich's friends, whom he had worked at the labor camp with, helped him to build the house that had 
been almost ready by the end of 1949. The family moved there although they continued to use the first 
house. The family enjoyed working at the garden, they bought a cow, goats, and a few chickens. In 1950, 
Heinrich retired from the fire department and received a job as a crusher at the aluminum plant. On 
January 7, 1956, after the family was removed from the special register at the commandant's office, they 
did not have to go there to check in every month. Heinrich began to subscribe to the newspaper of Soviet 
Germans "Neues Leben", and he subscribed to this newspaper for the rest of his life, and there were the 
stacks of newspaper at home. Heinrich worked in shifts, and when he didn't work at night, he listened to 
"Voice of America" and other Western radio stations although it was forbidden.

Although many of his wife's relatives returned back to the Volga region, Heinrich did not want to 
move, and he stayed in Krasnoturinsk for the rest of his life. Heinrich Brauer died on February 6, 1997. It 
was a great sorrow for the family, and especially for his wife, who had lived with him for 63 years. After 
his death, the family emigrated to Germany to live with their daughter Olga Brauer.

As Olga Brauer remembers, "My dad had a cousin Alexander Meisinger. Heinrich and Alexander 
were raised together by Barbara Brauer after Alexander's parents died when Alexander was about 3 years 
old. For Heinrich, Alexander was his younger brother. Until now, it is unknown where the other two 
children of the Meisinger family lived.

As Heinrich, Alexander learned to play musical instruments, and they later played together 
everywhere. But Heinrich left Messer for Huck to study at school in 1927, then in 1931 to Engels. In 
1935, Alexander left Messer for Grimm where he started working at the tractor station, then he moved to 
Engels and entered an automobile technical school. In 1939, he went to the Red Army. In 1940, when he 
had a vacation for one week, he visited Messer for the last time. After the beginning of the Patriotic War, 
Alexander was wounded and captured by German troops on June 26, 1941. 

During the interrogation, a translator asked him questions in broken Russian language, and 
Alexander answered in fluent German. After the officer looked at his documents, he asked Alexander, 
"What are you doing here? You are fighting against your people". The officer thought that he came from 
Germany. So, Alexander was badly beaten, given a German military uniform, and sent back to the front to 
fight against the Soviet Union. He did not fight because he worked as a truck driver in the Red Army, and 
in the German army he performed the same job to transport soldiers. At the beginning, he was near 
Leningrad, and then he was transferred to Greece, where he was until the end of the war. 

After the end of the war, he was sent to Germany where Alexander worked different jobs. When he
worked for a prosperous farmer, he worked with livestock, in the field, and operated a tractor. He quickly 
learned how to fix the German equipment and repaired it by himself. The owner had a daughter, and later 
Alexander fell in love with her, and they got married.



Photo 10  From left: 3. Maria Meisinger (born Klein), 4. Alexander Meisinger, 5. Victor Brauer, a son of 
Miron 

They have a lot of children, but only one daughter, Dorothea, survived. As Alexander liked music, he 
played different musical instruments that were hung out on the walls of their living room.

Photo 11  From left: Maria Bay, Alexander Meisinger, his wife Maria, David Bay, a brother of Paulina 
Brauer, and David's wife.

In the mid-60s, David Bay, a brother of Heinrich's wife, helped Heinrich to find his cousin 
Alexander.  Since 1965, Heinrich had begun to receive letters from Alexander. He always sent pictures of 
different cars and agricultural ones. For Heinrich's children, those pictures meant real capitalism! The 
letters were always checked by the KGB officers before the Brauer family received them. The children 
were told not to tell anyone that the family had relatives in Germany. For a long time, they received 
parcels from Alexander. Always, parcels were opened and checked before the family received them. 



Although Alexander usually sent them coffee, chocolate, sweets, and clothes, there was always something
for each member of the family. Later, Paulina told Olga that Alexander wanted to help Heinrich and his 
family to emigrate to Germany in the 1960s as Alexander had nobody besides his cousin's family. 
Alexander promised Heinrich to help the family financially to relocate and get documents through the 
Red Cross organization. To start the process for emigration, Alexander needed to get his cousin's consent,
but Heinrich was afraid to think about it. At that time, nobody left Russia for Germany yet! He was very 
afraid that he would be sent to a hospital for mental patients, and again his family would be without a 
father. His soul was eager for freedom as he dreamed to travel when he was a child. But he could not sign
papers because of family's responsibility and fear that he would be called a traitor. And he refused! The 
cousins had never met again.

 Photo 12  Two of Heinrich's drawings made in pencil



_________________________________________________________________

Report from Don and Greta Beavers, our database administrators:  We are 
happy to report that the Messer / Neu Messer database has had increased use with requests 
from Germany and the USA. Currently, the total number of people listed in the database that 
lived in Messer is 12,719 persons and from Neu Messer, 1,716 persons.

Most of the Messer AHSGR publications have now been included, and currently the Messer 
Confirmation Records for the years 1842 – 1856 are being added.  Information that is ongoing 
from the Messer Community has greatly helped connect many family members.

To either check on the database or send additional information: email Don Beavers at 
dlgsbeavers@gmail.com

mailto:dlgsbeavers@gmail.com

	Joh. Jacob, son of Andr. Heinr. Zwingmann and Maria Margaretha, (maiden name Klein), was born 20 August 1763 and baptized 23 August 1763 in the parish of Havetoft. (Child of Messer original settlers family 13)
	Johann Jacob, son of Andr. Heinr. Zwingmann and Maria Marg. (maiden name Klein), died 28 November 1765, age 1 year, 3 months, as recorded in the records of the parish of Havetoft. (Child of Messer original settlers family 13)
	Maria Catharina, daughter of Jacob Rosler and Anna Barbara, (maiden name Zehe), was born 4 April 1764 and baptized 5 April 1764 in the parish of Havetoft. (Messer original settlers family 18)
	Maria Sophia, daughter of Andreas Hinrich and Maria Marg. Zwingmann, was born 13 November 1764 and baptized 16 November 1764 in the parish of Havetoft. (Messer original settlers family 13)

