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and their topics. Tatjana Schell grew up in the Volga 
German village of Seewald, where her family lived 
until the village was deported to Siberia in 1941. After 
twenty-five years in Siberia the family returned to 
their Volga homeland, and then in the 1990’s the fam-
ily left Russia for Germany. Her topic for the conven-
tion will be A Ray of Hope and a Cloud of Darkness. 
She concluded with a video greeting from two ladies 
in a German-Russian town who would like to make 
connections with German Russians in America.

Otto Pohl has been traveling outside of the United 
States for a while. “I’ve been in different places trying 
to teach the youth of the world, and writing on various 
German-Russia topics for various publications,” Pohl 

Donita Rotherham presented Sherry Loos Pawelko with a retirement plaque.

“We’re so excited to hold this convention in Lincoln,” 
said Jeff Maul, the executive director of the Lincoln 
Convention & Visitor’s Bureau, to the attendees gath-
ered at Embassy Suites on the evening of July 23.  His 
proclamation kicked off the Welcome Night Recep-
tion and Entertainment for the 50th annual conven-
tion of the American Historical Society for Germans 
from Russia. The rest of the evening’s line-up included 
an introduction of the foreign speakers, a farewell to 
Sherry Loos Pawelko, entertainment by German Sack, 
and a trivia game. Paul Loos, President of the Lincoln 
AHSGR Chapter, presided.

The four foreign speakers scheduled to present 
throughout the week each introduced themselves 

Welcome Night Reception and Entertainment
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First-Time Attendees

Cathy Heinsohn and her daughter Mindy

Cathy Heinsohn from Maryland and her daughter 
Mindy wanted to attend the 50th convention because 
it’s in Lincoln, the home of AHSGR headquarters. They 
even made a genealogy road trip, stopping at sites in 
Kansas and Nebraska that are relevant to German Rus-
sians.

Cathy said that genealogical research has helped her 
family. By learning that she has genetic tissue disorder, 
she’s been able to receive treatment. She’d like to keep 
records of how many others have been impacted by 
this medical issue, and perhaps eventually help others.

Mindy has been tracking all the way back to where her 
ancestors came from in Germany. She’s looking for-
ward to seeing the family trees in the research room 
and connecting with others who might have more in-
formation about her family’s background. 

Alexis Kuzmick from Texas wanted to attend AHSGR’s 
annual convention last year but her family’s vacation 
interfered. “We actually drove through Hayes, Kansas, 
when the convention was on and couldn’t get a hotel 
room because it was booked,” Kuzmick said. “I was so 
upset to miss it.” This year being the 50th, she was de-
termined to attend.

Kuzmick is looking forward to doing research and 
finding a cousin while at the convention. “That would 
be number one for me,” Kuzmick said. “I’d be over 
the moon.” She also thinks it’ll be fun to meet people 
whom she’s been corresponding with about genealogy.

shared. For the convention, he will focus on explor-
ing how to “move past the horror to redemption” in 
his two presentations: The 1941 Mass Deportations to 
Siberia and Kazakhstan and on The Russian Germans 
in the Labor Army.

German Sack and Fabian Zubia Schultheis are foreign 
speakers from Argentina. Sack is interested in the 
study of customs, traditions, folk music, and other cul-
tural aspects of German Russians. For the convention, 
he will give talks on Volga Folk Songs and the Ham-
mered Dulcimer. At Welcome Night, he entertained 
the packed room with several songs on the dulcimer; 
at times attendees sang along. Schultheis will speak 
twice on the Influence of the Herrnhuter Brüdergeme-
ine among the Volga Germans.

A bittersweet moment for the convention occurred 
when Donita Rotherham, President of AHSGR, called 
Sherry Loos Pawelko to the podium. Rotherham then 
recounted what a former colleague said when she 
protested his retirement: “There’s always a beginning 
and there’s always an end.” She then reminded people 
of Pawelko’s retirement on July 31. Rotherham said 
that she would miss the 2 a.m. emails from Sherry 
and their long phone calls. “I’ll miss Sherry’s smiling 
face and her ‘we can do it no matter what’ attitude,” 
Rotherham concluded. AHSGR honored Pawelko 
with a plaque and a token of appreciation “to help her 
take a well-earned vacation.”

Earlier, Maul had also paid tribute to Pawelko. He 
said that when Sherry had contacted him about the 
convention, she told him she needed two things from 
him: to be at her beck and call during the days lead-
ing up to the convention, and to use his position to do 
something about Lincoln’s typically hot July weather. 
Maul agreed, and claimed that he’s been true to his 
word. He cited a problem with parking garage assign-
ments that he fixed. Then, noting the nice weather 
that has greeted the start of the convention, Maul said, 
“you’re welcome.”

Tomorrow the convention will continue with a full 
line-up of events. Highlights include opening general 
session, speaker presentations, village meetings, and 
a food demonstration. In the evening, there will be a 
board of directors and volunteers dinner.


