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Biography:  

 Jacob “Jake” Sinner was born in Nebraska on October 11, 1920 to August Sinner and 

 Anna Krumm. His parents immigrated to the United States from Russia in 1913 and 

 settled in Lincoln, Nebraska.  

 

Jake Sinner was a lifetime member of the Faith United Church of Christ and the Home 

Builders of Lincoln Heating Association, as well as served on the Board of Directors for 

Wyuka Cemetery and Cedars Home for Children. Sinner was actively involved in the 

American Historical Society of Germans from Russia (AHSGR), serving as a Trustee, 

Volunteer, and Charter Member of the Society’s Lincoln Chapter. Additionally, Jake 

Sinner received the International Distinguished Service Award and was a lifetime 

member of AHSGR. 

 

 Jake married Dorothy Hill and had two children, Gary Lee Sinner and Joyce A. Sinner 

 Eisenman. Sinner died in May 2008 in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Scope and Content:  

 The Jacob “Jake” Sinner papers are made up of research materials pertaining to 

 Germans from Russia, family genealogy, newspaper clippings, and photographs.  

Subjects: 
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 Genealogy 

 Germans—Genealogy 
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 Lincoln (Neb.) 

Series Description: 

 Series 1: Family History 

 Series 2: Publications 

 Series 3: Correspondence 

 Series 4: Events 

 Series 5: Photographs 

 Series 6: Artifacts 

 Series 7: Oversize 

Container List:  

Series 1: Family History 

Box 1. Folder 1. Family History, Genealogy, “Sophie Bessinger,” includes 

correspondence, 1980-1981, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 2. Family History, Genealogy, “1766 Budingen marriages” compiled by 

Samuel Sinner, 1995 

Box 1. Folder 3. Family History, Genealogy, “Freehling family (Kukkus,  Russia), 1860-

1982, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 4. Family History, Genealogy, “Glanz,” 1826-1949 

Box 1. Folder 5. Family History, Genealogy, Hill family, 1903-1955, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 6. Family History, Genealogy, “Genealogy of the Hill family,” 1897-1992, 

n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 7. Family History, Genealogy, “Hill Schleiger,” 1883-1978, n.d.  

Box 1. Folder 8. Family History, Genealogy, “Hill ancestor charts,” includes Unsere 

Leute von Walter and  correspondence, 1978-1982, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 9. Family History, Genealogy, “Krum family info,” 1901-1980, n.d. 
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Box 1. Folder 10. Family History, Genealogy, “Paul Koehler,” includes correspondence, 

articles, 1851-1968, n.d. [Part 1] 

Box 1. Folder 11. Family History, Genealogy, “Paul Koehler,” includes correspondence, 

articles, 1851-1968, n.d. [Part 2] 

Box 1. Folder 12. Family History, Genealogy, Lehl family surname, 1906-1982, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 13. Family History, Genealogy, “Jake Lindegrun,” includes 

correspondence, 1975-1981, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 14. Family History, Genealogy, Mohr family, 1810-1998, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 15. Family History, Genealogy, “Salwasser,” 1861-1982, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 16. Family History, Genealogy, “Scheidt,” 1839-1988, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 17. Family History, Genealogy, “All Scheidt families from Luse Land 

 Canada,” 1910-1993, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 18. Family History, Genealogy, “Scheidts and Luse Land Canada,” 1850-

 1961, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 19. Family History, Genealogy, “Schiebelhut,” includes obituaries, 1862-

1994, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 20. Family History, Genealogy, “Schmahl/Schmall, Chilton, Wise, and St. 

Paul, MN,” 1980-1995, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 21. Family History, Genealogy, “Schmahl/Schmall ancestral charts,” 1849-

2000, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 22. Family History, Genealogy, “Schmidt,” 1798-1996, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 23. Family History, Genealogy, “Siberia,” 1653-1960, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 24. Family History, Genealogy, “Sinner history,”  

Box 1. Folder 25. Family History, Genealogy, “Sinners from Dreispitz, 1823-1984, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 26. Family History, Genealogy, “Sinners from Hesse, Germany and Ill., 

Nebraska City, Omaha and other parts of Nebraska and Iowa,” 1714-1967, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 27. Family History, Genealogy, “Sinners from Switzerland and Hesse, 

Darmstadt, Germany,” 1899-1985, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 28. Family History, Genealogy, “Sinner names, includes telephone book 

listings,” 1974-1985, n.d. 
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Box 1. Folder 29. Family History, Genealogy, “Sinner family info.” Includes 

correspondence with Phillip Stiebe and JoAnn Mal obituaries, 1979, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 30. Family History, Genealogy, “Sinner ancestral charts,” includes 

correspondence from M.B. Sinner, 1980-1989, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 31. Family History, Genealogy, Sinner family crest 

Box 1. Folder 32. Family History, Genealogy, “Anna Marie Sinner,” 1757-1985, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 33. Family History, Genealogy, “August Sinner Family,” 1980, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 34. Family History, Genealogy, “Sinner families – August Sinner, John 

George Sinner, Peter Heil, Samuel Sinner…,” 1895-1999, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 35. Family History, Genealogy, “Jake Sinner family back to 1800,” 1800, 

n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 36. Family History, Genealogy, “Jake Sinner family and misc. Sinner items 

etc,” 1832-2002, n.d. 

Box 1. Folder 27. Family History, Genealogy, “History of the Jake Sinner family – 

includes material on history of Volga Germans and Peter Sinner, 1427 in Strasburg, 

Germany,” 1908-0981, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 1. Family History, Genealogy, “Signature of Johann Gottfried Sinner,” 

includes newspaper articles, maps, and correspondence, 1871-1976, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 2. Family History, Genealogy, “Mary (Sinner) Gilmore,” includes 

correspondence, 1979-1984, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 3. Family History, Genealogy, “Peter Sinner,” 1982-1989, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 4. Family History, Genealogy, “Peter Sinner. A Biographical Sketch by 

Samuel Sinner,” 28 p., n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 5. Family History, Genealogy, “The Autobiography of Peter Sinner,” 

includes passport, naturalization papers and information of Anna Margareta Sinner, 1879-

1913, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 6. Family History, Genealogy, “Works of Peter Sinner from Schilling, 

Russia,” 1923, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 7. Family History, Genealogy, “Sam Sinner put together for Jake Sinner,” 

includes maps, photographs, 1685-1993, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 8. Family History, Genealogy, “Samuel Sinner,” 1855-1992, n.d. 



American Historical Society of Germans from Russia 

 

If you have questions about AHSGR archival collections, please email ahsgr@ahsgr.org 

Box 2. Folder 9. Family History, Genealogy, “Stahl Volga Village,” 1930-1980, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 10. Family History, Genealogy, place and name sorted list, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 11. Family History, Genealogy, “Ancestral charts, misc., Otto Krumm, 

Sinner, Grass, Lehman, Miller, Harr.,” 1983-1997, n.d. 

 Box 2. Folder 12. Family History, Genealogy, Ancestral charts, 1850-1971, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 13. Family History, Genealogy, Family Group Charts and Genealogy 

cards, 1920-1998, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 14. Family History, Genealogy, surname charts, 2000-2001, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 15. Family History, Genealogy, Faith United Church of Christ, includes 

photos, 1981, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 16. Family History, Genealogy, miscellaneous, 1899-1851, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 17. Family History, Research, General History, 1982-1997, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 18. Family History, Research, articles and newspaper clippings, 1980-

2000, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 19. Family History, Research, The Cedars Home for Children, includes 

Annual Reports and newspapers, 1947-1986, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 20. Family History, Research, Maps, 1910-1986, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 21. Family History, Research, Maps, 1997, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 22. Family History, Research, “Stark Arnold,” includes newspaper, 1963-

1999, n.d. 

Box 2. Folder 23. Family History, Research, “Volga Colonies,” includes maps, 1833-

1891 

Box 2. Folder 24. Family History, Calendar of William G. Patterson scrapbook, 1995 

Box 2. Folder 25. Presentation, “Old Ways in the New World,” n.d. 

Series 2: Publications 

Box 3. Folder 1. Publications, correspondence, McNaughton and Gunn Publishing, 1989  

Box 3. Folder 2. Publications, Germans in the Land of the Volga by Peter Sinner, proofs, 

125 p., 1989 

Box 3. Folder 3. Publications, Germans in the Land of the Volga by Peter Sinner, draft 

copy, 131 p., n.d. 

Series 3: Correspondence 
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Box 3. Folder 4. Correspondence, includes letters from Alexander Drupper, Adam 

Giesinger, 1979-1987 

Box 3. Folder 5. Correspondence, “Letters to and from Germany,” 1977-1982, n.d. 

Box 3. Folder 6. Correspondence, U.S. Presidential Letters, 1993-2000 

Box 3. Folder 7. Correspondence, Wozniak, Helen, 1981 

Box 3. Folder 8. Correspondence 1975 

Box 3. Folder 9. Correspondence, 1979 

Box 3. Folder 10. Correspondence, 1980 

Box 3. Folder 11. Correspondence, 1981 

Box 3. Folder 12. Correspondence, 1982 

Box 3. Folder 13. Correspondence, 1984 

Box 3. Folder 14. Correspondence, 1985 

Box 3. Folder 15. Correspondence, 1986 

Box 3. Folder 16. Correspondence, 1987 

Box 3. Folder 17. Correspondence, 1988 

Box 3. Folder 18. Correspondence, 1989 

Box 3. Folder 19. Correspondence, 1990-1992 

Box 3. Folder 20. Correspondence, 1993 

Box 3. Folder 21. Correspondence, 1994 

Box 3. Folder 22. Correspondence, 1996 

Box 3. Folder 23. Correspondence, 1997 

Box 3. Folder 24. Correspondence, 1998 

Box 3. Folder 25. Correspondence, 2000 

Box 3. Folder 26. Correspondence, 2001 

Series 4: Events 

 Box 3. Folder 27. Events, AHSGR, Convention Rosters, 1983-1994 

 Box 3. Folder 28. Events, AHSGR, Convention Rosters, 1995-2000 

 Box 3. Folder 29. Events, AHSGR, brochures, n.d. 

Series 5: Photographs 

 Box 3. Folder 30. Photographs 

Series 6: Artifacts 
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 Box 4. Item 1. J. Sinner AHSGR 1982 Award, wooden 

 Box 4. Item 2. Jake Sinner, Lincoln NE, AHSGR Convention nametag 

 Box 4. Item 3. Germans from Russia pin    

Series 7: Oversize 

 Box 4. Item 4. Eisenman Surname Chart, 1766-1980, 2 copies 

 Box 4. Item 5. Krumm Surname Chart, 1763-1965, 2 copies 

 Box 4. Item 6. Giebelhaus Surname Chart, 1750-1860, 2 copies 

Box 4. Item 6. Schmahl from Balzer/Stahl am Tarlyk Surname Chart, 1736-2007 

(produced by Gary Sinner, Feb. 2000) 

 Box 4. Item 7. Anna Maria Sinner Chart, 1723-1997, 2 copies 

 Box 4. Item 8. 1913 Lincoln German Census (incomplete) 

 Box 4. Item 9. Autobiography from Peter Sinner, handwritten in German, Feb. 1, 1978 

 Box 4. Item 10. AHSGR Site Plan, 1983-1984, 2 copies 

 Box 4. Item 11. Landkarte von Stahl am Tarlyk, app. 1910 

 Box 4. Item 12. Sinner (Colony Shilling) Sosnowka Surname Chart, 1736-1888 (1924) 

 Box 4. Item 13. Yost (Colony Norka) Surname Chart, 1747-1887 

 Box 4: Item 14. Lahl (Colony Norka) Surname Chart, 1715-1865 

 Box 4. Item 15. Spomer (Colony Beideck) Surname Chart, 1742-1900, 2 copies 

 Box 4. Item 16. Krumm Surname Chart, 1962 

 Box 4. Item 17. Sinner (Colony Schilling) Surname Chart, 1566, 1945, 3 copies 

 Box 4. Item 18. Haar (Colony Stahl am Tarlyk) Surname Chart, 1744-1884 

 Box 4. Item 19. Muller (Colony Stahl am Tarlyk) Surname Chart, 1751-1892, 2 copies 

 Box 4. Item 20. The Talass River Villages maps, 1932, n.d. 

 Box 4. Item 21. Jost (Colony Norka) Surname Chart, 1719-1875 

 Box 4. Item 22. Young Pedigree Chart, 1950, n.d., 2 copies 

 Box 4. Item 23. Krumm Surname Chart, 1723-1899, 2 copies 

 Box 4. Item 24. Sinner Surname Chart, 1716-1883, 2 copies 

 Box 4. Item 25. Sinner (Colony Balzer) Surname Chart, 1767-1902 

 Box 4. Item 26. Schleicher (Colony Norka) Surname Chart, 1732-1859 

 Box 4. Item 27. Lincoln, Nebraska map, n.d. 

 Box 4. Item 28. Heinz Pedigree Chart, n.d. 
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 Box 4. Item 29. Unidentified Village Map, n.d. 

 Box 4. Item 30. 1913 Ship Manifesto 

 Box 4. Item 31. Newspaper Photocopies, 1990-2000, n.d. 

  

  


