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https://www.findagrave.com

“Find a Grave's mission is to help people from all over the world work together to find, record and present 

final disposition information as a virtual cemetery experience.”

● Crowdsourcing

● Volunteers

● Not all cemeteries listed

● Not all graves at a cemetery are included

● Not necessary to be a member or to login for searching



What You Can Find

● Memorials
○ Photos of tombstones
○ Tombstone locations
○ Grave plot numbers
○ Names
○ Birth and death dates
○ Birth and death locations
○ Biographies
○ Family information

● Cemeteries



Searching for a Memorial



Names

● Last name is required

● Needs to be exactly the same as was 

entered into the website

● Spelling is very important -- try various 

spellings

● Partial last name search
○ Schlueter/Schluter -- use Schl

● Names are usually entered as they appear 

on the headstone
○  Thomas/Tom -- use T)

● Use with caution -- may not be included in 

memorial
○ Middle name
○ Include maiden name
○ Include nickname



Dates

● Not necessary to include

● Defaults to exact date

● Use drop downs for Before and After 

to search a time span when dates are 

unknown

● Date Filter
○ Added in last 24 hours; 7, 30, or 90 

days



Cemetery Location

● City, County, State, or Country

● Useful when location is known

● Start typing and choose correct 

location



Other Search Features

● Memorial ID

● Order by: name, birth date, death 

date, cemetery

● Memorial Types

● Memorials With

● Fewer search options/More search 

options



Search Results

● Sort by Name, Cemetery, Recently 

Added

● Default or Condensed List

● Refine Search
○ Retains the information that was 

entered for the initial search and 
allows modifications to search



New Search



Memorials



Memorials



Memorials



Favorite and Virtual Cemeteries

● Virtual Cemetery
○ Collection of names found on Find A Grave grouped by any specification the member wishes
○ Under individual memorials, choose “Save To”

● Favorite Cemeteries
○ Allows member to quickly pull up a frequently used cemetery without the need to search for it

○ Under individual cemetery, choose “Add Favorite”



Cemetery Search



Cemetery Search Results by County 



Individual Cemetery



Individual Cemetery



Individual Cemetery



Individual Cemetery -- Map



Individual Cemetery Memorials



Cemetery Search for Last Name



Joining Find A Grave

● Manage memorials
○ Add memorials, photos, family 

relationships, and other information

● Request photos

● Suggest edits

● Photo Volunteer
○ Fulfill photo requests in the area

● Contribute button -- add memorials

● Profile -- manage memorials



Find A Grave Etiquette

● Read the FAQs carefully (click on help at bottom of any page)
○ Naming conventions

● No post-mortem photos

● Refrain from adding information about living people

● Respond generously to the family of the deceased

● Transfer requests are for direct relatives within four generations
○ Siblings, parents, grandparents, great-grandparents, children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

● Copyright
○ Photos
○ Do not upload photos of obituaries without permission of the newspaper

■ Summarize obituaries and include name of newspaper and publication date
○ Request use of any photos from a memorial


