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Presenter
Presentation Notes
50th annual AHSGR convention.It was nearly 150 years ago, 146 to be exact, that our German ancestors began leaving Russia. Germans helped colonize the Imperial Russian empire beginning in 1763 when Catherine the Great issued her manifesto inviting foreigners (Germans in particular) to immigrate her growing empire. 



German from Russia Settlement 
Locations 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of you may be familiar with this map. This the Germans from Russia Settlement Locations map that I've been working on the last few years. 1763 – Catherine’s invite - King George III settlement west of Applachain1776 – all of the Volga mother colonies were founded – Decalration of independence signed1803 – Alexander I invited foreigners to the Black Sea - Louisiana purchase land deal 827,000 acres west of the Mississippi river, including parts or all of the states that would become Louisiana, Arkansas, Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska, Wyoming, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota and Minnesota. This land became a part of the public domain and became available for homesteading on January 1, 1863.It shows the colonies were established during Catherine's reign in the Volga, St. Petersburg and Belowesh. Those that were established during the reign of Alexander I, who opened up the Black Sea area, Bessarabia, the Don and the Caucasuses. It shows Volhynia, whose settlers didn't come at the invitation of the crown but by wealthy land owners between the first and second partitions of Poland. It shows where Germans lived in the Poltava Province. They came about the same time as the Black Sea Germans, but they came with one purpose: to bolster the textile industry in Russia. And it shows daughter colonies to the east into Siberia (they go much further east than this snapshot of the map shows) and Central Asia, After the colonist' special privs were revoked in 1871 and mandatory military service was put in place 1872, they began leaving Russia. One of the countries to which they immigrated was America. 



A Little History 



A Little History 

 

1871 
 

Alexander II revoked the Codex of the Colonists 
 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1871, Alexander II revoked the Codex of the Colonists. This was a set of Russian laws written in 1842 that pertained to the rights, responsibilities and privileges of the German colonists living in the Russian empire. It was based on the promises granted in Catherine the Great’s manifesto of 1763 and Alexander I’s manifesto of 1804. With the revoking of these laws, ontrol over the local government in the German colonies was abolished and replaced with the same [zee-EMstra] zemstvo system that was in place elsewhere in Russia. The Colonist Welfare Office was shut down because the Germans in Russia were all now subjects of Russia.



A Little History 

 

1871 
 

Alexander II revoked the Codex of the Colonists 
 

1872 
Edict mandating military conscription 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1872, Alexander II issued an edict mandating military service from the German colonists. There would be a grace period of 10 years before this began. At the time, service in the Russian military was for a period of 25 years. One of the promises made by Catherine and Alexander I was that the German colonists did not have to serve in the Russia military. Most were anti-military, having seen generations of war in the Germanic states, 30-years war (1618-1648), 7-years war (1756-1763), French Revolution (1789-1799), Napoleonic wars (1803-1815).  Did not settle well with the German colonists who claimed their freedom from military service was supposed to be “forever.” Response was that “forever” in Russia means 100 years. 



A Little History 

 

1871 
 

Alexander II revoked the Codex of the Colonists 
 

1872 
Edict mandating military conscription 

 

1873 
German colonists began arriving in America 

 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some German colonist wasted no time at all and began emigrating from Russia. Some began arriving in America and settled in the Dakota Territory in what is now South Dakota (Avon, Freeman, Butte, Menno, Scotland, Tripp, Tyndall, etc.), in the 14 historical townships of Dennewitz, Eigenfeld, Friedenstal, Heilbron, Hoffnungstal, Kassel, Klein Kassel, Kulm, Odessa, Postall, Rosenfeld, St. Petersburg, Wittenberg, Worms) in Mason City and Fort Dodge, Iowa.  



A Little History 

 

1874 
 

Russian Government announced that, effective immediately, all medically fit Russian male 
subjects of age were required to serve 6 years in the military. 

 
Germans from all over Russia began efforts to find a new place to live.   

 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1874, suddenly…things got very real.  In 1874, the Russian Government announced that effective immediately (grace period removed), all medically fit Russian male subjects (of which the German colonists were now), who were of age would be required to serve 6 years in the Russian military. In 1874, Germans across Russia began immediately looking for opportunities to move elsewhere. Emissaries were sent from colonies in Bessarabia to investigate migrating to nearby Dobrudscha, in what is now Bulgaria and Romania, and, at the time, a part of the Ottoman Empire. Others migrated to recently opened areas in Central Asia and Siberia, where, although still a part of Russia, there was plenty of land and the laws weren't as strictly enforced yet. The Trans-Siberian railroad would not begin construction for another 15 years, so it seemed like a good idea.  Even more enticing was the propaganda coming from North America where there was cheap or free land for the taking. Homestead Act.  A conference was called in the Catholic Volga village of Herzog in 1874.At the same time, a similar meeting took place in the Protestant colony of Balzar.  Both sent representatives to seek out land in Kansas, Nebraska and Arkansas. Both groups determined that the America was desirable place for Volga Germans to immigrate. A year later in 1875, the first group of settlers left for Topeka, Kansas. The counties of Ellis, Rush and Russell counties would become home to many Volga Germans, and by 1879, there were several hundred Volga German families in Nebraska and Kansas. ��



Where did everyone go? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, for those who immigrated to America...where did everyone go?



Mapping America 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I decided to find out. 



Mapping America 

Goal  
 

The goal of this project is to collect and map information  
about where immigrant Germans from Russia lived in the United States,  

where they came from in Russia and where their descendants lived.  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I decided to make a map. The goal of the project is to collect and map information about where immigrant Germans from Russia lived in the United States, where they came from in Russia, and where their descendants lived.



Mapping America 

Why does it matter?  
 

• Because history doesn’t end.  
 

• Because it’s been nearly 150 years. 
 

• Because it’s time for a new map. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why does it matter?History doesn't end. It didn't end when our German immigrant ancestors when they arrived in Russia, and it didn't end when our Germans-Russian immigrant ancestors arrived in America. Germans from Russia have been in America for nearly 150 years, longer than many families spent in Russia. Because it’s time for a new map. An early German map of ethnic Germans in America appeared in 1897 (Paul Langahns). Another of just Germans from Russia in America appeared in 1930 (Richard Sallet). Karl Stumpp’s map of German-Russian settlement in America appeared in the mid-1970s based on the 1930 map.  All focus on the immigrant generation, with maybe 1 or two subsequent generations of descendants accounted for. It’s nearly 2020. It’s time for a new map. [show historical maps here: 1897 Langhans, 1930 Sallet, 1970s Stumpp)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
1897 Map by Paul Langhans. He was a German cartographer and ethnographer. This is from his German Colonial Atlas. This map shows areas Germans lived in the US at the time. Not specifically Germans from Russia, but based on what we know about where Germans from Russia lived by then, we can assume at least a percentage of the Germans in those locations on this map were immigrant Germans from Russia. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/KcFy5rC9fobWeA6MA


Presenter
Presentation Notes
1930Map by Richard Sallet, Dakota Freie Press editor. Came with the book “Russian-German Settlements in the United States”

https://photos.app.goo.gl/ekSsQcyE7m5Bb41A6




Mapping America 
A Map of Every Building in America 

– New York Times, October 12, 2018  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The idea of mapping all the places where immigrant Germans from Russia and their descendants lived in America actually started with this map. It’s a map by the New York Times that shows every building in America. The shapes came from satellite imagery that were fed into a neural network trained to recognize buildings from blobs of pixels and turn them into polygons – building footprints. The majority of the data used to make the map came from a project by Microsoft engineers. It was called U.S. Building Footprints, and it is the largest and most comprehensive collection of these images with some 125,192,184 from all 50 states and the District of Columbia. The heart of “German Russian Country” – the Dakotas, Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado – is still today comparatively devoid of buildings except in the few large urban areas in those states. It’s clear that immigrant Germans from Russia went where no one else wanted to go. They settled where there was nothing else. And they started to build. And nearly 150 years later, a neural network saw pixel blobs of what our immigrant ancestors’ and their descendants built and generated building footprints. I spent the weekend looking at the places that I had lived, the places my parents and grandparents had lived, and where my great and great-great-grandparents had homesteaded upon their arrival from Russia. I noticed where a town ended was not the end of the buildings. The data had picked up the farms – houses, barns, etc. The more rural I went, the more the blobs reminded me of the old military maps (below) and some of the plat maps of German villages in Russia, those that were drawn from the memories of those evacuated or deported during World War II.  (go to live map and look up a few things, Munjor, Eureka,  – ask audience if these reminded them of anything. Plat maps, old Russian maps?). 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/10/12/us/map-of-every-building-in-the-united-states.html?smid%3Dpl-share&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFUkw26uAbhbKXLQPIYcFe0u4HeyQ


Mapping America 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pfeifer, Ellis County, Kansas and the Volga colony of Pfeiffer from a 1940 Red Army map.



Mapping America 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pfeifer, Ellis County, Kansas and the Volga colony of Pfeiffer from a 1940 Red Army map.



Mapping America 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Strasburg, North Dakota today…. and the Kutschurgan colony of Strassburg in the Black Sea in Russia from a 1910 Austrian military map. 



Mapping America 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Strasburg, North Dakota today…. and the Kutschurgan colony of Strassburg in the Black Sea in Russia from a 1910 Austrian military map. 



Mapping America 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Worms, Merrick County, Nebraska and the Beresan colony of Worms in the Black Sea area of Russia on an 1872 Austrian map. 



Mapping America 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Worms, Merrick County, Nebraska and the Beresan colony of Worms in the Black Sea area of Russia on an 1872 Austrian map. 



The Research 



The Research 

 
What is a “place” 

 
For the purpose of this project, the term “place” refers to an exact physical location where Germans from Russia resided or, 
in the case of those who lived on farms or in the country, where their post office was located. A place can be a city, town, 
census-designated place, unincorporated community, historical post office, historical township, historical cemetery and, in 
some cases, a homestead that doubled as a post office in a rural area.  
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Place had to be defined because settlement was different than in Russia. There was no central village to which there were farmsteads allocated. Now in rural areas, everyone had 160 acres and went into town to get their mail, do business and sell extra eggs and cream. 



The Research 

 
Generations 

 
The immigrant generation are those who immigrated to the United States & born outside the United States. 
 

First generation descendants are the children of the immigrant generation.  
 

Second generation descendants are the grandchildren of the immigrant generation.  
 

Third generation descendants are the great-grandchildren of the immigrant generation. 
 

Fourth generation descendants are the great-great-grandchildren of the immigrant generation. 
 

Fifth generation descendants are the great-great-great-grandchildren of the immigrant generation. 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because the definition of “first generation” varies, this is how it’s defined for this project. 



The Research 
 
1. Compile a master list of places. 

 
2. Identify what data points to collect for each place. 

 
3.  Identify the major sources 

 
4. Research and record the data for each place.  

 
5. Create and populate the map. 

 
6. Update the map based on feedback. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Research for this map is done in 6 very broad steps. 



The Research 

 
Step 1.  

Compile a master list of places. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Maps  
 
• Newspapers 
 
• Books 
 
• Websites 
 
• Survey: Germans from Russia in America 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The survey was released on May 1 to supplement work on finding GR origins. I has since become a source for identifying place names. California nearly doubled in the number of places from what I had originally compiled and what was reported in the survey. This is a way you can contribute to the project. 



The Research 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The survey was released on May 1 to supplement work on finding GR origins. I has since become a source for identifying place names. California nearly doubled in the number of places from what I had originally compiled and what was reported in the survey. This is a way you can contribute to the project. 



The Research 

 
Step 2.  

Identify what data points to collect for each place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Information about the place 
 
• German-Russian history of the place  
 
• General history of the place 
 
• Current information about the place  
 
• Supporting sources 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Information about the place (names and coordinates)German-Russian history of the place (G-R origins and earliest year of habitation)General history of the place (founding year, county, state/territory, country)Current information about the place (county, state, country)Supporting sources



The Research 

 
Step 3.  

Identify the major sources 
 

• Google maps  • Historical maps 
• Lists of historical post offices • Lists of ghost towns, books 
• Townbooks  • Survey: Germans from Russia in America 
• AHSGR • GRHS 
• Center for Volga German Research • Volga German Institute 
• Black Sea German Research • Ancestry.com (census, immigration, military, etc.) 
• Wikipedia • Online state encyclopedias 
• State historical societies • City/town websites 
• Demographic gazetteers • BLM/General Land Office 

• Russian-German Settlements in the U.S. 
• Black Sea Germans in the Dakotas 

 • The Volga Germans in Russia and the Americas from 1763 to the Present 
 



The Research 

 
Step 4.  

Research and record the data for each place.  
 

Lincoln, Nebraska  
vs.  

Kevhart, New Mexico 
 
 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Everyone knows where Lincoln, Nebraska is.  Kevhart, New Mexico on the other hand…. We’ll let’s start with the fact that it doesn’t exist. It never existed. It was a typo. Let me step back.  The name came from a newspaper index, the Dakota Freie Pressee. And I had this information to go on: a letter was either written or mailed from a place called Kevhart, New Mexico in April 1916. It was written by someone named Heinrich Schnell. That’s all I had. This is not unusual for the places in newspaper indexes, but this one turned out to be a little more interesting. Checked to see if it was a ghost town. Not a ghost town.Checked to see if it was a historical post office. Yes, in Goat Canyon, Union County. It was named KephartFound Goat Canyon in Otero County, not the right place. Checked US Geological Survey  topo maps for Goat Canyon, found it. Near other GR settlements. Close but not there yet. Post offices were sometimes at homesteads (my great-grandfather was a postmaster in Corson county SD). Searched GLO for land patents in Union county. Found a Kephart claim near the time when the letter was written.  Last step – convert legal land description (township, range and section) into centroid coordinates.Pinned it on the map. Found the place but haven’t confirmed the GR origins. Possibly Volga connected to either Kansas or Nebraska.



The Research 

 
Step 5.  

Create and populate the map.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Google My Maps limitations 
 
• Organization and presentation 
 
• Automation 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Google My Map limitations – 10 layers, 2000 pins per layer, colors, iconsOrganization – Decided on US Federal Census regions and divisions. Makes 9 layers, none exceeding 2000 pins, nor expected to. Room to add the US Territories (Guam, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Marianas)Automation – Set up to do mass updates. Never make one addition or update at a time. 



The Research 

 
Step 6.  

Update map based on feedback from users.  
 

Living document 
How can you contribute to the research?  

 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Final step – update the map based on feedback from users. You can contribute your family’s location information by filling out the survey. 



The Survey 



The Survey 

 
Crowdsourcing 

 
The purpose of the Germans from Russia in America survey is to collect information about where immigrant Germans from 
Russia lived in the United States, where they came from in Russia, and where their descendants lived from those who are 
actively going family history research.  
 
The goal is to record as many generations as possible forward from the German-Russian immigrant. 
 
The hope is to confirm what is generally known about the immigrant and 1st generation descendants, expand on that 
knowledge with subsequent generations, and discover more about immigrants to came to America after WWII.  
 

The survey is open and accepting responses through December 31, 2019. 
 
 



The Map 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1R77va_LTuZbVCzHi9zIgJA-mrwrew7aT&ll=37.51826334950547,-95.05069962378366&z=5
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