
Number 185   •   Summer 2022

HEADQUARTERS NEWS

Newsletter

The 52nd International Convention of AHSGR will 
be held in-person at the Embassy Suites Hotel in 
Lincoln, Nebraska on July 27-July 30, 2022, with pre-
convention tours on July 26th and 27th. A limited vir-
tual option will be available.

Hotel room rates are: Single or Double $139, Triple 
$154, and Quad $169. Call the hotel at 402-474-1111 
and identify yourself as part of AHSGR to get the 
group rate, or book online through the hotel's web 
link: AHSGR Convention Hotel. Reservations for the 
AHSGR Convention room block need to be made by 
July 2nd. After that date, rooms will be released to 
the public and may not be available. Reserve your 
room today!

Join us Tuesday for tours of local sites of interest and 
an open house at the Headquarters building. On 
Wednesday, you can participate in cooking classes 

featuring some of your favorite German-Russia foods 
and attend a Welcome Night event. 

Speaker presentations will begin Thursday and run 
through Saturday. The majority of presentations 
will be in-person, but there will be a limited virtual 
option for those unable to come to Lincoln. Village 
gatherings run throughout the three days, with the 
three largest village groups meeting Thursday eve-
ning. The Research Room will also be open Thursday 
evening. Friday night is Polka dance night, with a 
Celebration Banquet Saturday night for the Distin-
guished Service Award recipients.

For a list of the presentation descriptions, times, and 
presenter bios, please visit the convention page un-
der events at ahsgr.org or click the link https://ahsgr.
org/convention/. 

Honoring Our Past | Embracing the Future
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Executive Directors Message
Greetings from Lincoln! My first eight weeks as Executive Director of the 
AHSGR have been a whirlwind of activity and learning. I appreciate the time 
staff, board members, and volunteers have shared with me as I continue to 
settle into the position and learn the many facets that make AHSGR an in-
credibly unique organization.

The current staff does an excellent job keeping 
Headquarters running. They are tasked with assist-
ing researchers and members, greeting visitors, 
giving tours, running the bookstore, and working 
on our many publications. There is always more 
to do, though, and we look forward to adding ad-
ditional members to our AHSGR staff team in the 
coming months.

Please stop by and see our new Library expansion 
if you're in Lincoln. Made possible through fund-
ing from the Peck Stacpoole Foundation, our new 
Library wing almost doubles the space available for shelving and will allow 
us to accommodate and adequately store our ever-growing collection of 
books and archival materials related to the German Russian experience.

We're continuously updating our new website to provide more resources 
and opportunities for research and connection. Hopefully, you've spent 
some time browsing the research materials available or sending messages 
to other members and relatives. We plan for additional information, website 
training, and resources, so watch these pages for upcoming opportunities.

We are excited to welcome many of you back to Lincoln, in late July, for the 
2022 Convention. We hope you'll join us for the many planned sessions, 
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why. I found a small tin box where my grandmother 
kept two items that must have been important to 
her. Did she bring the small toy cart with her from 
Russia? Was the small metal anchor something she 
got on the ship when she came over? I have no idea, 
but I kept them, and my children will have no idea 
what they are unless I leave a note. Maybe you have 
said, “I wish I had asked questions” or “I wish they 
had written it all down.” 

There's another sandwich where we find ourselves. 
So much changed during the pandemic. Many 
chapters could not meet, Headquarters was closed 
for a while, opportunities to do research and attend 
conventions in person were limited, and we had 
complete staff turnover. Some have said we need to 
go back to the way things were. Yes, I want chapters 
to meet again in person, our membership to grow, 
records available, an in-person convention, and staff 
at Headquarters. But I want us to move forward and 
become better than we were, keep our focus on our 
vision to be the premier global organization for Ger-
mans from Russia, and be more effective in identify-
ing and responding to the needs of our members. 
Sandwiched now between going back and moving 
forward. My choice is to "honor the past and em-
brace the future" as we move forward. 

As members of AHSGR, each one of us has a role 
in the work of preserving and sharing the history, 
culture, and genealogical legacy of our ancestors, 
who were Germans from Russia. The recent events 
in Ukraine have stressed how important it is that 
we obtain records, that they are not destroyed and 
lost forever. We need to tell the story of our history, 
share the culture, label our photos, and write details 
or stories for our descendants. Let's be good ances-
tors as we move AHSGR forward to more fully "hon-
or the past and embrace the future.”

Karen Soeken

tours, and events. Please stay up to date on conven-
tion information through our website at AHSGR.org/
convention. Expect to receive news soon through 
your inbox and your mailbox.

Deb Arenz

President’s Message
The sandwich generation has 
been the focus of many articles 
and research studies. It refers to 
a generation of people respon-
sible for raising their children 
while caring for their aging par-
ents. Being a member of the 
sandwich generation can cre-
ate financial stress and emotional stress. In fact, ac-
cording to the American Psychological Association, 
mothers in the sandwich generation feel more stress 
than any other age group. At the top of the list of ten 
things to do to survive the sandwich generation is 
#1: Put everyone to work. You can't do everything.

So, you may be wondering, what does this have to 
do with AHSGR? Have you ever thought about us 
being in a different kind of sandwich generation? It 
does not come from raising children and caring for 
parents, however. Rather, regardless of age, we are 
caught between having ancestors who are Germans 
from Russia (parents, grandparents, great grandpar-
ents, etc.) and having descendants (children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren, etc.) of Germans from 
Russia. 

At AHSGR, we "honor the past and embrace the fu-
ture" – both ancestors (the past) and descendants 
(the future) are essential. Not only are we caught 
between ancestor and descendant, but each of us 
is both ancestor and descendant. Surprisingly it was 
Jonas Salk who said we need to be good ancestors. 
How often have you looked at old photos and won-
dered why your parents didn't label them? Maybe 
you have come across old items that must have been 
meaningful to your parents, and you have no idea 
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IFAHSGR Presidents’ Message
Few of us will forget the chal-
lenges of the past two-plus 
years. We very much miss the 
person-to-person contact that 
we have enjoyed in past years. 
The camaraderie that we ex-
perience at chapter meetings, 
regional meetings, and our 
International Conventions by 
lacking in-person relationships has been tested. We 
have been fortunate to stay in touch with electronic 
methods, but Zoom has its limitations. We are eager 
to have the opportunity to again meet face to face in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, for our annual Convention on July 
27-30, 2022. The new website is exciting. The Society 
provides a foundation for genealogical and histori-
cal research. Our collections continue to expand as 
more and more materials become available. We con-
tinue to produce many exciting publications avail-
able at the Society Store.

In addition to the Society, we have an active Inter-
national Foundation. The International Foundation 
exists to advance the mission of the American His-
torical Society of Germans to help our members 
connect with our heritage by collecting, preserving 
artifacts and documents, and sharing our rich im-
migrant history. With current events in the Ukraine, 
we are reminded of our ancestors' struggles and the 
challenges our ancestors faced when they made the 
difficult decision to leave their mother country and 
immigrate to North and South America.

In support of the Society, the Foundation transfers 
the earnings of the Endowment Fund to the Society 
each month. Beginning January 1st, 2022, the yearly 
transfer amount increased to $48,000. These funds 
support the general expenses of the Society. As the 
Endowment income grows, we will be able to in-
crease the amount of transfer to the Society.

Your planned giving can include outright gifts with 
cash, stocks, bonds, mutual funds, life insurance poli-
cies, wills, and real estate. The International Founda-

tion American Historical Society of Germans from 
Russia is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization and re-
ceives contributions that benefit the Society.

Peter Kaland, IFAHSGR President

Bob’s Tech Check
Bob Ahlbrandt; Technology Chair and AHSGR VP

A new edition to the Newsletter! We will have a quar-
terly "tips and tricks" section to help navigate the 
new website and future editions. 

When we moved to the new ahsgr.org website in De-
cember 2021, we migrated the information in each 
member's profile. Unfortunately, we could not move 
the password associated with your account since we 
did not have access to this information.

The first time you login to ahsgr.org, you will need to 
select a new password. To do this, click on the "Lost 
Your Password?" link. You then enter your username 
or e-mail address associated with your account. The 
system will send you an e-mail that contains instruc-
tions for setting your password.

If you have difficulty with this process, please send 
an e-mail to help@ahsgr.org or call our staff at Head-
quarters, and they can assist with resetting your 
password or renewing your membership.

Please take a few minutes to login to ahsgr.org, as 
this will provide you with member-exclusive access 
to research content, AHSGR publications, and dis-
counted prices in our online store.

Also, when we moved to the new ahsgr.org website, 
we could not migrate credit card information used 
for membership auto-renewal. If your membership 
was previously on auto-renewal, you need to set up 
a new auto-renewal on the new website or pay your 
membership dues annually.   Once you login to your 
account, you can make membership payments or set 
up auto-renewal for your account. Please call our staff 
at Headquarters if you need help making a payment.
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To reach staff at Headquarters, you can call (402) 474-
3363, Monday-Friday from 9 AM-4 PM.

Sheri’s Bookclub
Sheri Ertl; Membership Chair and AHSGR Secretary

The AHSGR Book Club launched in January. We read 
The White Lamb: The Story of Evaliz by Mela Meisner 
Lindsay, a classic in G.R. literature. I was astounded 
that so many tuned in. We discussed the author, the 
book, the locations mentioned, and the life of Evaliz 
and her husband, David. As we talked about her, I 
was struck by how persistent they were in facing so 
many obstacles, especially as they tried to establish 
themselves on the Kansas prairie. In the midst of her 

trials, she was compassionate to others and always 
showed a dedicated love for her family.

During our meeting, one of the best things was that 
two readers discovered they were cousins! It's a small 
world when you are G.R.  

Our next book club will be on May 2nd. We'll be read-
ing In the Far Country by Warren E. Schwartz. It is a col-
lection of stories about a family of Swiss Mennonites 
who are descendants of those that originally estab-
lished villages in Volhynia in the late 1700s. The fam-
ily eventually settled in South Dakota and Montana.

I look forward to seeing you and hearing what 
you think!

On A Quest

The Results Are In!
Hello all, your E&P Coordinator here. 

The results are in from my DNA test! I am not surprised by any means, but it is incredible to see where 
my ancestors lived. My family shares DNA with two different communities: Pennsylvania, Eastern Ohio, 
Northern West Virginia & Maryland Settlers, or Lower Midwest & Virginia Settlers. 
 
My mother told me that my mother has some family histories on my Father’s side. Next time I check-in, 
I will update you and see if I can figure out which group of settlers were my ancestors. 

What an exciting time, and thank you for going on this ride with me!

Your E&P Coordinator on a Quest,
Jonathan Paul Rowe II
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2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOMINATIONS 
American Historical Society of Germans from Russia (International)

Below is the Board of Directors nomination and election information. Listed are the names of the proposed 
2022 board members. This includes both board members that will continue an ongoing term as well as pro-
posed new board members to fill open seats. Board members are displayed by district and their term and 
number of terms served are noted. See the AHSGR bylaws for more nomination and election information  
(Article XII: Elections). Where terms begin in 2022 (*), the candidates listed are running unopposed and there-
fore will begin their new terms at the 2022 AHSGR summer member meeting. Where terms are followed by (#), 
the individual is running unopposed to fill the remaining years of the position and will begin serving in that 
new role at the 2022 AHSGR summer member meeting. Where vacancies are noted (+), there are no nominees. 
As stated in the bylaws, AHSGR will NOT mail ballots for Board of Directors seats that are uncontested.

District 1: California and Hawaii (4 seats)
Lee Macklin  First Term 2021-2024
Sue Nakaji  Third Term 2020-2023
Dodie Rotherham Fifth Term 2022-2025*
Jerry Siebert  Eighth Term 2020-2023

District 2: Washington and Alaska (2 seats)
Mike Heil  Second Term 2020-2023
John Spady  First Term 2022-2024#

District 3: Nebraska (2 seats)
Nancy Borrell  Sixth Term 2020-2023
Heath Dumler  First Term 2022-2025*

District 4: Colorado (4 seats)
Sue Casseday  Third Term 2021-2024
Cheryl Glanz  Third Term 2022-2025*
Julie Hawbaker First Term 2022-2025*
Delores Tippett Second Term 2020-2023
  
District 5: Oregon (1 seat)
Vacancy    2022-2023+

District 6: Kansas (2 seats)
Bob Ahlbrandt Second Term 2021-2024
Kevin Rupp  Sixth Term 2021-2024

District 7: Arizona, Nevada, New Mexico, Oklaho-
ma, Texas and Utah (3 seats)
Anna Bartkowski Second Term 2022-2025*
Bill Dellos  Fourth Term 2021-2024
Harold Penner  Third Term 2020-2023

District 8: Illinois and Wisconsin (1 seat)
Bill Doos  Fourth Term 2021-2024

District 9: Idaho, Montana, North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Wyoming (1 seat)
Michael Brown Second Term 2022-2025*
  
District 10: Indiana, Michigan and Ohio (1 Seat)
Vacancy    2022-2023+
  
District 11: Iowa, Minnesota and Missouri (2 seats)
Sheri Ertl  First Term 2020-2023
Vacancy    2022-2025+

District 12: Alabama, Arkansas, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Car-
olina, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia, West Virgin-
ia, and Washington D.C. (2 seats)
Karen Soeken  Fifth Term 2021-2023
Philip Stuckert First Term 2021-2024

District 13: Canada and Other Countries (2 seats)
Marlene Michel Third Term 2022-2025*
Fabian Zubia  First Term 2021-2024
Schultheis

District 14: At Large (3 seats)
Gary Fuchs  Second Term 2021-2024
Kristine Jones  First Term 2022-2025*
Elizabeth Koch First Term 2022-2025*
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PROPOSED BYLAW REVISIONS
 2022 Annual Meeting

The Board of Directors recommends the following revisions to the AHSGR Bylaws be considered at the 2022 
Annual Meeting.

PROPOSED CHANGE RATIONALE

Article VI: Board of Directors
Section F. The at-large District shall have three (3) representatives, 
no more than one (1) representative shall be from any one of the 
representation Districts.

Removing the limitation will make it 
easier to fill positions on the Board of 
Directors.

Article VI: Board of Directors
Except herein provided, no person shall be appointed or elected to 
the AHSGR Board of Directors, who at any time within the past year, 
shall have served on the Board of Directors of AHSGR. No member 
shall serve simultaneously as a member of the Board of Directors of 
AHSGR and the Board of Trustees of the AHSGR Foundation.

It appears that the first sentence was 
intended to keep someone who had 
reached terms limits from then be-
ing appointed to the board. However, 
term limits were removed in 2008.

Article VI: Board of Directors
Section O. Any member of the Board of Directors may be removed 
with or without cause as follows: 

1. A director elected by the Membership may be removed by 
the Membership only at a meeting called for the purpose of 
removing that director. The meeting notice shall state that 
the purpose, or one of the purposes, of the meeting is re-
moval of the director. The director may be removed only if 
the number of votes cast to remove the director would be 
sufficient to elect the director at a meeting to elect directors.

2. A director elected or appointed by the Board of Directors 
may be removed by the vote of a majority of the directors 
then in office.

3. The Executive Committee shall be responsible for submitting 
a recommendation to the Membership or to the Board of Di-
rectors with respect to the removal of a director under the 
provisions of this Section O. The Executive Committee shall 
assemble such information as it deems necessary to sub-
stantiate its recommendation and provide sufficient notice 
to the director subject to removal and to the Membership 
or the Board of Directors in advance of the meeting that will 
consider the director’s removal. At least one (1) member of 
the Executive Committee shall be present at the meeting to 
conduct the meeting and to respond to questions by those 
in attendance.

Current Bylaws provide for the resig-
nation of a member from the Board 
of Directors and replacement of that 
member. Adding Section O pro-
vides for removal of a member from 
the Board of Directors and complies 
with the Colorado Revised Statues 
for Nonprofit Corporations, Section 
7-128-108 – Removal of directors.
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Now in my mid-seventies, I’ve been reading about successful aging. In other words, I look for smart choices 
that will give me many more healthy years to Embrace the Future. The Okinawans are described as one of the 
Blue Zone people with long disease-free lives. That includes many smart choices about diet, exercise, and 
more that contribute to their longevity. What appeals most to me about the Okinawan approach is their ven-
eration of ancestral spirits, a daily ritual. I try to Honor the Past by starting my days with a silent hour devoted 
to reviewing and extending my family tree as the sun brightens the day.

Allyn Brosz
__________________________________________________________________________________________

I am honoring the past by cooking the Russian German foods out of the cookbook that I have. This cookbook 
was put together by The Free Evangelical Lutheran Cross Church in Fresno, CA. But many of the recipes were 
included from my relatives from Sanger, CA. They were immigrants on the boats, coming over from The Volga 
River in Russia when they were nine years old. I am in the process of teaching my grandchildren how to cook 
many of the recipes when I visit them in Texas. We are pen pals, also. This gives us an opportunity to send 
them pictures of their mom and dad and grandparents when they were young and show them some of the 
activities we engaged in. My sister recently gave them some leather cavalry boots of my father’s when he rode 
horses in WW2. We also shared some ribbons he had earned during the war. 

I am also a member of the Lowell Grange in Oregon in a building that is 105 yrs old. We help the commu-
nity through our service and by spreading information about Oregon in the past years. The city has a Travel-
ing Trunk put together by the University of Oregon in Eugene. It is full of artifacts from farm life-like molds 
for making butter, candle making, soap making, carding of wool, spinning of wool, etc. We display and talk 
about these items during our open house in May of each year. There is a covered bridge here in Lowell, on 

Honoring our Past | Embracing the Future: 
Thoughts from Our Members
We asked you to tell us how you “Honor your past” and “Embrace the future”. You answered and 
here is what you had to say. 

4. Upon receipt of the meeting notice, the director 
subject to removal shall be on leave of absence 
status with respect to the director’s position on the 
Board of Directors until conclusion of the vote by 
the Membership or the Board of Directors.

Article VII: Elections
Section D. Nominations from the Floor
3. If there is no nomination from the floor for an opening 
in a Representation District of a member from that Dis-
trict, out-of-District nominations will be accepted for the 
open position.

If Board positions are not filled by elections, 
then the Board of Directors appoints an out-of-
district member for a one-year term. Adding #3 
allows for a minimum number of board mem-
bers with a temporary one-year appointment.
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Dexter Lake that is full of pictorial displays showing 
how the bridge was built as well as the City of Low-
ell. It shows the Indian tribes that lived here before 
we came along and talks about the Lost Wagon Train 
that came over the Cascade Pass.

Lonna Bennett
___________________________________________

Hello ~ I am Diana Heil. I recently rejoined AHSGR but 
was a member years ago. Life got too busy for me to 
enjoy my passion so I had to drop my membership. 
However, I am back!

It was my husband, Harry Paul Heil, who was a de-
scendant of an immigrant Volga German. His grand-
father, Johannes/John Heil, was born in the village 
of Lauwe but came to America, and Sugar City, Colo-
rado, in 1906. As a matter of fact, all four of Harry’s 
grandparents were born in Lauwe and came to Sugar 
City. So, over the last probably nearly 50 years, I have 
gathered a lot of information in regard to these fami-
lies and the Volga German culture. The most amazing 
people.

I would like to honor the past by sharing document-
ed genealogies, pictures & stories with AHSGR. My 
ultimate goal takes time. Hopefully, by another new 
newsletter, I can have this goal reached and include 
the origin of Harry’s Grasmuck/Grassmick/Grasmick 
surname completed.

What I would like to see in the future is a connection 
with a Volga German or just a German online shop-
ping resource for cooking ingredients, gifts, & even 
clothing. Currently there is a lady who does this with 
her own site/business on Facebook. She calls herself 
“A German Girl in America.”

Diane Heil
___________________________________________

In 1928, a four-year-old Russian boy named Kostya 
Barannikov penned four lines that became the title 
of the Russian folk song “May there always be Sun-
shine.” In 1962 Barannikov’s four lines became the 

inspiration for a Soviet children’s song, “Pust vsiegda 
budget solnce,” with added lyrics by Korney Chu-
kovsky, a popular children’s poet. 

The simple song became a hit. It won first prize at the 
Sopot International Song Festival 1963 in Poland and 
became popular with the people of the USSR. Lenin’s 
Young Pioneers sang it, as well as the Little Octobris-
ts, the primary aged children’s group. 

“May there always be Sunshine” also took off through-
out the world, sung in English, Russian, French, Span-
ish, German, and Cantonese. Pete Seeger and Arlo 
Guthrie, the Finnish Pioneers, German Ernst Thal-
mann Pioneers, Estonian Pioneers, and an Israeli folk 
group all performed this song celebrating world 
peace and asking the world to join hands. Eventually, 
the song circled back to Russia and played during the 
Opening Ceremonies at the Winter Olympics in 2014 
Sochi, Russia. 

In 1985 I invited my 89-year-old Russian-born grand-
father to join my seventy-voiced junior high choir to 
narrate a four-part arrangement of “May There Al-
ways Be Sunshine.” 

Before we began, Nikolai Klaasovitsch Siemens told 
his story to the full house audience sitting on hard 
bleachers in the Leota Junior High gymnasium.

In his thick German/Russian accent, he spoke of the 
religious and economic persecution in Stalinist Rus-
sia that his people sustained as their land and rights 
were taken from them. With the threat of arrest and 
exile, in 1929, he took his pregnant wife and two little 
boys to Moscow to apply for a passport along with 
17,000 other Russian-born Germans crowding the 
outer villages. 

Ironically, the original four lines of the song he nar-
rated were written in 1928, a year before my grand-
parents escaped, and by a Russian boy just a year 
older than their little Kolya, the three-year-old boy 
they left behind. 
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That evening, my grandfather first spoke in Russian, 
then translated “May there always be . . .” filling in 
the blanks with sunshine, blue skies, Mama, and me. 
His thick German accent projected authenticity and 
credibility, but when he arrived at “Mama,” his voice 
snagged with emotion. The choir joined in with an 
exposure to another country’s dream and the oppor-
tunity to share it. As a professional singer and choral 
director, it was a thrill to collaborate with and direct 
my grandfather in song, a man who had also once 
been a choral director in the Crimea.

At the end, I let the song fade, and we all froze, savor-
ing the silence, unwilling to break the spell. Finally, 
I turned, extending my arm to my grandfather, and 
heard overwhelming applause from the families, 
completely unprepared that not just one or two but 
nearly every person in the crowd was crying. I trem-
bled at the power of poetry and song.

I was born in the 1960s during the Cold War. Those 
Little Octobrists and Young Pioneers who sang “May 
there always be Sunshine” are now my age. I believe 
they still remember the song and that it still needs to 
be sung and heard, and so in June, my voice students 
will perform this song again. One student will teach 
the audience the sign language for “sunshine,” “blue 
skies,” “Mama,” and “me” because now, more than 
ever, we must try to move all hearts with music.
 
Ann Marie Stewart, www.annmariestewart.com, Chris-
ty Award-winning author of Stars in the Grass and her 
latest novel Out of the Water, is finishing the timely 
memoir REMNANTS about her German Mennonite 
family’s escape from Russia.

Ann Marie Stewart
___________________________________________

How do we honor our past?

We honor our past by really knowing and under-
standing more about our Germans from Russia his-
tory and heritage. Our ancestors believed in sharing 
and helping those less fortunate. For example, when 
individuals became bedridden, friends and relatives, 
and neighbors helped out by bringing them and the 

other family members some home-cooked food. This 
tradition was known as “Gevatter-Essen” (Sponsor 
Food). Why not honor the past by reviving some of 
these wonderful old traditions and customs?

 How do we embrace our future? 

One way we can embrace the future with hope and 
confidence is to know who we are and where we 
come from. There is real strength in knowing the 
ways and words and wisdom of our pioneering an-
cestors. These traditions helped us in past years. They 
might serve us equally well in the years to come. 

Timothy Kloberdanz
___________________________________________

We honor our past by reading accounts of how our 
ancestors lived and worked to maintain their life-
styles, no matter where they ended up living. This 
helps us appreciate how hard life was for them at 
times and shows us how they persevered in spite of 
many hardships. 

We honor our future by continuing to be the kind of 
citizens that respect the laws of the country in which 
we live and by being proud of our heritage. We can 
support organizations working to keep the stories of 
our ancestors in print. 

Marilyn Kratz
___________________________________________

How do we honor our past? 

In order to truly honor something, we must first un-
derstand it. Honoring our past means to learn about 
the truth behind it. The truth might not be the pleas-
ant image we prefer but rather a hard cold reflection 
of the reality that others faced to survive. Under-
standing the challenges and hardships which were 
overcome, allowing their survival and our eventual 
birth, is our key which unlocks truth and leads to un-
derstanding. Once we fully understand our past, we 
can then honor it and ask others to do the same.
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How do we embrace our future?

We can only embrace our future by first understand-
ing we can’t control it. We may try to guide the cir-
cumstances that will lead to the future, but in the 
end, we must learn to realize our future may be de-
cided by others. Once we come to terms with this, 
our minds will be free to fully embrace the future as 
decided by those we helped to create and leave be-
hind.

Frank Santo

Passing Members

Publications
New books in the library for April, 2022:

Nachkommen von Dahlheimer, Sander und Sterzer aus 
Mariental 
By Wladimir Hermann
(Descendants of Dahlheimer, Sandy, and Sterzer 
from Mariental) 

Histories Ortslexikon Der Wolgadeutschen 
Band 1, A – B
 By Olga Litzenberger
(Historical local dictionary of the Volga Germans)

From Somewhere Else 
By Don Frank

The Family Reifschneider of Germany, Russia, and 
America
By Joan R. Jones

Speaking in Riddles
By Sharon Chmielarz

Love from the Yellowstone Trail
By Sharon Chmielarz

Calling
by Sharon Chmielarz
 
Visibility: Ten Miles, a Prairie Memoir in Photography 
and Poetry
By Ken Smith and Sharon Chmielarz

New Titles Available Through the Book-
store!

Savage Volga
by Adrian Lorea

We have a new title! Thank you to Adrián Lorea for 
donating the copyright of Savage Volga to AHSGR. 
Here is a synopsis of this exciting read:

Larry Bohlender

Long-time member Larry 
Bohlender passed away on 
March 25th. He served the 
Northern Colorado chapter 
of AHSGR as a Director and as 
President. He also served on 
the AHSGR Board of Directors. 

Erwin Ulmer

Lincoln resident, born on Dec. 
18, 1940, at Tularo, CA to Ben-
jamin and Irene (Meyer) Ulmer. 
He passed away on Feb. 16, 
2022, at his home in Lincoln. He 
was a beloved Village Coordina-
tor for AHSGR

Kathryn Stahlman

Kathy was born in Greeley, Colo-
rado, on 1 March 1956 to Leon-
ard Herman and Eleanor Feit 
Bartels. She succumbed to acute 
myeloid leukemia on 13 Febru-
ary 2022. She was a beloved Vil-
lage Coordinator for AHSGR.
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Russia, 1774. A decade after 
the colonization of the Low-
er Volga, the German villages 
endure the siege of the bar-
barians that lurk in the re-
gion, as well as the threat of 
the armies led by Yemelian 
Pugachev, the rebel Cossack 
who intends to dethrone the 
empress Catherine II.

In this turbulent setting, the village of Mariental is 
at-tacked by a group of Kyrgyz nomads, who kidnap, 
among other colonists, the young Katharina. Her 
brother Georg sets forth on her rescue along with 
a militia formed by in-habitants from different colo-
nies. Meanwhile, Andrew, her other brother, joins 
Pugachev’s rebellion and takes part in the destruc-
tive campaign against the tsarist government.

This is the story of people who had been persecuted 
and a family who had been driven apart, a story of 
struggles, yearnings, of loves, and hopes.

Die Berufer Abenteurer der Aufklarung in 
Kathrinas II. Kolonisierungsprojekt
by George Rausenbauch

The new book “DIE “BERUFER”: 
Adventurers of the Enlight-
enment in Katharina’s II colo-
nization project” by Andreas 
Idt and Georg Rauschenbach 
has been published. The main 
language of the book is Rus-
sian .Tables are also included 
in German translation format.

With this book we continue to 
publish little-known or entire-
ly unknown archival material on the foreign coloni-
zation of Russia in the period 1763-1773. The essays 
published so far dealt with the resettlement of the 
German colonists to Russia in 1766 and their settle-
ment in the Volga region. Now it’s time to give thanks 

to those whose efforts to  help half of all immigrants 
that time were brought to Russia in 1764-1768 - the 
so-called vocations (Russian вызыватели ).

When talking about the vocations, one should also 
mention the colonists of their “vocation” («вызов»). 
Many of them are given the opportunity to tell about 
the circumstances of their recruitment. In addition to 
unique archive documents, the book contains for the 
first time the lists of more than 1,600 families of colo-
nists from 1764-1767.

Cry Out of Russia...escape from darkness
by Anna Fischer

The beginning of my story starts 
with my Great-Great Grand-
parents from Germany during 
the 1800s and immigrating on 
foot and by wagon to Russia. 
The hard-working settlers were 
determined to make this their 
home. Before long small villag-
es were formed. The unsettled 
times arrived during Stalin’s 
reign in WWI, leaving thousands 
of families hungry and starving.

My childhood memories of fear and poverty in my 
hometown of Johannestal. Living under the Commu-
nist Regime, struggling with the day-to-day brutality 
which was bestowed on the German people. Men, 
women and children being sent off to Siberia to hard 
labor camps, often never to be seen or heard of ever 
again. Going through the times of food rations for a 
whole day of work. During Hitler’s rule, times were 
starting to look better but before long Germany was 
in trouble.

We were ordered to pack up our belongings and 
leave our homes. The villagers traveled the country 
side on foot, one by one, on the long wagon trail to 
West Germany. We landed in the small town of Creg-
lingen where we made our new home. World War II 
was in full swing, where my brother was drafted. In 
1945, Germany lost the war. With the war over, we lo-
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cated missing family members, and now I was off to 
a fresh new beginning on Canadian soil. 

Southern California 
Chapter 

Dear Chapter Members and 
Friends 

We trust that the New Year is bringing more posi-
tive thoughts now that the Covid 19 is blowing into 
the wind (we hope). At least that is what the news is 
telling us, and we can now concentrate on the more 
important things in life like our next chapter meet-
ing. So, as David Karber recently wrote to you to SAVE 
THE DATE for our next G.R. So Cal meeting coming up 
on March 26th at the Old World German Restaurant 
in Huntington Beach, we are now asking you to mark 
your calendar as firm, and at our new location. It will 
be a great experience. 

With the new year also brings us new challenges for 
our chapter. As you know or are about to know, this 
may be the last time to say goodbye to David and 
Elaine Karber as they depart on another life adven-
ture in their move to Fresno, California. Yes, we are 
sad to have them move from our southern California 
area, but it will also leave vacancies in our chapter 
for treasurer and vice-president. Although a loss to 
our chapter, I am sure there will be someone that will 
volunteer to fill those vacancies – will that be you or 
you? I hope so, as we cannot operate without either 
position. Also, Elaine’s departure leaves us with sec-
retary and membership chair vacancies. More volun-
teers are much needed to record our chapter activi-
ties – will that be you or you? I trust it will be.  

Now let’s get to another important part of my mes-
sage, the conversation on our March 26th program 
with authentic German food at the Old World Ger-
man Restaurant in Huntington Beach. The program 
will feature a film clip titled Germans from Russia: 
Wolgaheimat Legacy with Dr. Igor Pleve, whom most 

of you know. It should be a great program to be en-
joyed by all. Be sure to make your reservation as re-
quested. 

In closing, I thank you for your support  of the chap-
ter and please give a lot of thought to the filling of 
our vacancies on our chapter board. Your additional 
support is much needed. 

Sincerely, 

Larry Stumpf 
President     

Sunflower Chapter

Celebrating Fasenacht In A Special Way

The Sunflower Chapter of Germans from Russia in El-
lis County, KS gathered on Sunday, February 27th, to 
enjoy some of the traditions of our German heritage. 
The meeting began with soups and finger foods and 
a variety of desserts. Larry Reichert brought beef 
tongue, a very Volga German use of the tongue. He 
spoke of how every part of the animal was eaten 
that could be eaten. Others joined in with foods they 
grew up with “out on the farm.”  

Brenda Schmeidler brought family members to help 
her give a demonstration on making “grebble” which 
literally is fried bread. Her son, Jarrod, daughter-in-
law, Mary, and two grandchildren, Loren (6th grade) 
and Grace (8th grade), were also helpers. Loren said 
he makes grebble at home and was very comfortable 
in his role of preparing the dough to fry. Brenda said 
you can use frozen bread dough, bread mix or bis-
cuit mix. And many still make their own dough “from 
scratch”. Roll the dough out in strips; then cut into 
smaller strips about two inches wide. Then cut a slit 
down the middle of the dough. Fry them in hot oil 
just a few minutes, till lightly browned. Sprinkle hot 
grebble with powdered sugar or regular sugar, or dip 
in Karo syrup (or other). Brenda said it is hard to get 
the grandchildren to help with such cooking projects 
because they are all so busy! Isn’t that the truth!

Chapter News
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With lent almost here now, the grebble would make 
a Good Friday meal.  

Once the cooking started, the Wes Windholz band 
started playing good old Hochzeit music, and every-
one was invited to come up for fresh-made grebble 
until all the dough was gone. What a treat.

Tom Haas, who grew up near Antonino said his 
mother made a huge bowl of dough and let it sit 
overnight, covered with several heavy coats as the 
house got pretty cold when the coal stove went out. 
Tom’s father would say “eat as long as you can be-
cause there might be someday you can’t.”

As we watched the youngsters very comfortable in 
their role of making grebble, one has to think how 
important it is to pass these things on to our youth 
and not letting it die with us.

Northern Colorado Chapter

Family impacted by war in Ukraine

Our Genealogy Chair, Janet Deason, recently shared 
news from her cousin in Germany. 

Cousin Elena was born in Russia, but moved to Ger-
many around 1999.  At that time Germany and Rus-
sia were very particular about ethnicity and she had 
trouble convincing the authorities she was ethnic 
German because her father was Russian. 

Elena’s husband is Ukrainian.  They have tried to get 
his family moved to Germany, but Germany has not 
let Ukrainians move there permanently.  They can 
stay 2 months and then they must go back for 2 
months.   

Elena’s mother-in-law, sister-in-law, and two children 
recently arrived safely in Germany.  However, her 
brother-in-law had to stay behind to possibly fight 
in the war.  They worry for his safety and the fate of 
Ukraine.

Oregon Chapter

President’s Message

Hello everyone!

I hope this finds everyone healthy and enjoying our 
warmer weather, all the blooming spring flowers, 
and at long last, an expected emergence from the 
covid-19 crisis after two long years. I have spoken to 
a number of people who were unaware of their Ger-
man from Russia heritage as they were growing up. 
That came as a surprise to me as I always knew that 
my family was German from Russia (or at least that 
we were half GR). My mom was very proud of her her-
itage and loved to tell us kids that her grandmother 
washed clothes in the Volga River. My grandmother, 
who we spent a lot of time with, talked about her 
parents and that 

they came from Russia. My mom and my grandmoth-
er occasionally would speak a little German together 
although they never made any effort to teach it to us. 
But, as is common with kids, we listened to what they 
wanted to tell us, but didn’t ask a lot of questions. 
Now, when my mom and my grandparents are long 
gone, I have a lot of questions. But even though they 
are no longer with us I remember many things they 
talked about, and after all I have learned through the 
AHSGR and our local chapter meetings, I can see how 
neatly our family story fits into the broad narrative of 
the history of the Germans from Russia.

As a young child I knew all about the invitation from 
Catherine the Great to migrate to Russia. I knew that 
our people considered themselves German, not Rus-
sian, and that they came from Hesse. I knew that my 
grandfather’s family came from the village of Nor-
ka, and my grandmother’s family came from Frank. 
Both grandparents were born in Hastings, Nebraska, 
where their respective families had settled upon ar-
riving in the United States, the Great Plains being the 
home of so many Germans from Russia. Hastings had 
a large population of our people, and it seems that 
they were a little bit clannish. My mom, who was also 
born in Nebraska, said that when she was a little girl 
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in Hastings, if they saw a home that was a mess and 
not taken care of, my grandfather would say that fam-
ily must be from Frank, but my grandmother would 
say no, they must be “norgera.”  My mom also told 
the story of her grandmother sitting at the kitchen 
table one day, crying because a relief package they 
had mailed to her family in Russia had been returned, 
undeliverable. Were they starving? Were they dead? 
No one knew. 

My grandmother’s family left Hastings for a couple 
of years to move to Scottsbluff, Nebraska, to “work 
beets” — that industry was full of our people — and 
in 1929 my grandparents, Bill and Frieda Snider (and 
my eight-year-old mother) left Hastings for the Great 
Northwest. They were headed to Seattle but only got 
as far as Portland. My Schneider great-grandparents 
followed in 1930, purchasing a farm in Forest Grove, 
and my Zeiler great-grandparents came in the 1940s 
and moved in with my grandparents. While they 
didn’t live in the historic Volga German neighbor-
hood in Albina, choosing to live in southeast Port-
land instead, they did attend German church there 
at the Zion German Congregational Church at NE 
9th and Fremont. My grandmother and her parents 
are buried in the Rose City cemetery surrounded by 
many other Volga Germans.

There is so much more that I would like to know! I 
want them to tell me about making the decision to 
come to the United States; about the experience 
of getting to the ship, sailing across the ocean, and 
then the train ride to Nebraska. Who did they leave 
behind in Russia? My grandmother, who loved being 
a grandmother, told me many times that she missed 

out on having grandparents because hers had been 
left behind in Russia. And then, why didn’t anyone 
teach me German?

I, like my mother, am very proud of these Volga Ger-
man ancestors of mine. They probably wouldn’t de-
scribe themselves as being strong, courageous, and 
hard-working, but I do. And while I am doubtful that 
my great-grandmother washed clothes in the Volga 
River, she probably did wash clothes in the Med-
veditza River which runs through the village of Frank, 
and she still would have had to break the ice in the 
winter to do it!

I am pleased to belong to an organization like ours 
that is dedicated to preserving our heritage. I hope 
you feel the same way and that you have been able 
to discover, as I have, how your family’s journey has 
been part of the big picture of the Germans from 
Russia.

Fondly,
Carole

Intermountain Chapter

Concordia University Collection: Phase II

Progress continues towards preparing the various 
donated items for patron use. The team consists 
of Dee Hert, Bud and Viki Strong, Mike Beier, Shari 
Stone, and Tyler and Patricia Bond.

The first phase was to itemize the entire collection, 
which required several months. We counted 400 sur-

Information to locate the following individuals or their family members. The last known residence is 
given.

Jim Osborne, Chicago IL    Fred Hahn, Oregon City OR   
John Resch, Orem UT    Nancy Herrell, Moxee WA   
Marvin Schwartz, Fortuna CA

If you have any information, please send it to Karen Soeken at helpline@ahsgr.org or help@ahsgr.org.

Wanted
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rial to the public. Check the library catalog often for 
items that will support your research.
Watch for updates.

Dee Hert 
Intermountain Chapter

Golden Gate Chapter    

History of Germans in Russia, Ukraine, and the 
Soviet Union
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Germans began settling in southern Ukraine and the 
Crimean Peninsula in the late 18th century, but the 
bulk of immigration and settlement occurred dur-
ing the Napoleonic period, from 1800 onward, with a 
concentration in the years 1803 to 1805. At the time, 
southern Ukraine was part of the Russian Empire.

The large numbers of farmers and village tradesmen 
who arrived following Catherine the Great’s invita-
tion were allowed to settle in German-only villages 
and to keep their German language, religion, and 
culture until the 1920s. [Russification required them 
to speak Russian after 1881.] Catherine was seeking 
to repopulate some areas devastated by Ottoman in-
vasions and by disease. 

As conditions for Germans in Russia generally de-
teriorated in the late 19th-century and early 20th 
century during the period of unrest and revolution, 
many ethnic Germans migrated from Russia to the 
Americas and elsewhere. They became collectively 
known as Germans from Russia. 

Black Sea Germans  
Wikipedia en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black Sea Germans 

The Black Sea Germans—including the Bessarabian 
Germans and the Dobrujan Ger-mans—settled the 
territories of the northern bank of the Black Sea in 
present-day Ukraine in the late 18th and the 19th 
century. Catherine the Great had gained this land 
for Russia through her two wars with the Ottoman 

name charts which will eventually benefit countless 
researchers. Also of equal value are the hundreds of 
books and miscellaneous items. The books represent 
various geographic areas, US, Germany, South Amer-
ica and France, Caucasus, etc.

The second phase is to prepare the material for even-
tual patron use. Presently we are working on the col-
lection of donated family histories. We remove pages 
from plastic sleeves and address individual issues. 
Material is then prepared to ensure required format. 
Several of us are working projects from home. Mike, 
being a retired librarian has gone to the extra effort 
of restoring pictures. Material is then given to the li-
brary experts to bind, enter in the catalog, and place 
on the shelves.

In addition to these steps the material will also be 
noted on the library wiki page.

I am hearing from family and friends who live on the 
west coast. They admitted being uncomfortable los-
ing the library and not being able to find a location 
on the west coast. Then after further consideration 
they concluded that the FHL is the ideal location.

Sincere appreciation for understanding the world-
wide value of the Family History Library and to Dr. 
Fritz Juengling for his superior negotiation skills and 
interest in the Germans from Russia culture. If Fritz 
was not interested the library would not have this 
material to share.

The library staff have recently informed me that sur-
name charts will be available to the public soon. The 
library acquired so many charts that additional stor-
age space is needed.

These materials are Volga, Bessarabia, Caucasus, and 
surrounding areas.

There are many additional records needing attention 
before they can be placed on the shelves. The chap-
ter team is donating many hours to bring this mate-
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Decline of the Russian Germans  
See also: Soviet-German relations before 1941 § 
Volksdeutsche in the Soviet Union

The decline of the Russian German community 
started with the reforms of Alexander II. In 1871, he 
repealed the open-door immigration policy of his 
ancestors, effectively ending any new German im-
migration into the Empire. Although the German 
colonies continued to expand, they were driven by 
natural growth and by the immigration of Germans 
from Poland. 

The Russian nationalism that took root under Alex-
ander II served as a justification for eliminating in 
1871 the bulk of the tax privileges enjoyed by Rus-
sian Germans. After 1874 they were subjected to 
military service. Only after long negotiations Men-
nonites, traditionally a pacifist denomination, were 
allowed to serve alternative services in the form of 
work in forestry and the medical corps. The resulting 
disaffection motivated many Russian Germans, espe-
cially members of traditionally dissenting Protestant 
churches, to migrate to the United States and Cana-
da, while many Catholics chose Brazil and Argentina.

Sacramento Valley Chapter

The author, Ken Vogele is the newsletter editor for the 
Black Hills GRHS in South Dakota.This article appeared 
in their February 2022 newsletter and was reprinted 
with permission by Mr. Vogele.

For Black Sea Germans from Russia, Putin’s attack on 
Ukraine is personal: Ukraine is our ancestors’ father-
land and our adopted fatherland. Some of us, like 
myself, still have relatives there. I learned of five third 
cousins when I visited Ukraine as a part of a North 
Dakota State University

“Journey to the Homeland Tour” in 2002. Two lived 
in Odessa, two more in what we German-Russians 
call Hoffnungstal (Tsebrykove in Ukrainian) 60 miles 
northwest of Odessa, and one in Velyka Mykhailivka 
about 20 miles west of Hoffnungstal.

Empire (1768–1774) and from the annexation of the 
Crimean Khanates (1783). 

The area of settlement did not develop as compact 
as that of the Volga territory, and a chain of ethnic 
German colonies resulted. The first German settlers 
arrived in 1787, first from West Prussia, followed by 
immigrants from Western and South-western Ger-
many (including Roman Catholics) and from the War-
saw area. Also, many Germans, beginning in 1803, 
immigrated from the north-eastern area of Alsace 
west of the Rhine River. They settled roughly 30 miles 
northeast of Odessa (city) in Ukraine, forming several 
enclaves that quickly expanded, resulting in daugh-
ter colonies springing up nearby.  

Volhynian Germans (Poland and Ukraine) 
Germans in Ukraine, 1925 

The migration of Germans into Volhynia (as of 2013, 
covering northwestern Ukraine from a short distance 
west of Kiev to the border with Poland) occurred un-
der significantly different conditions. By the end of 
the 19th century, Volhynia had more than 200,000 
German settlers. Their migration began as encour-
aged by local noblemen, of-ten Polish landlords, who 
wanted to develop their significant land-holdings in 
the area for agricultural use. Probably 75% or more of 
the Germans came from Congress Poland, with the 
balance coming directly from other regions such as 
East and West Prussia, Pomerania, Posen, Württem-
berg, and Galicia, among others. Although the no-
blemen offered certain incentives for the relocations, 
the Germans of Volhynia received none of the gov-
ernment’s special tax and military service freedoms 
granted to Germans in other areas. 

Shortly after 1800, the first German families started 
moving into the area. A surge occurred after the first 
Polish rebellion of 1831 but by 1850; Germans still 
numbered only about 5000. The largest migration 
came after the second Polish rebellion of 1863, and 
Germans began to flood into the area by the thou-
sands.  



18 AHSGR NewSletteR SummeR 2022

Chapter News

I have returned to Ukraine four more times on my 
own. If you haven’t visited Ukraine, you can’t imagine 
the emotion that wells up in your chest as you walk 
the streets of your ancestors’ villages. Some of the 
buildings – churches without steeples since about 
1930 and now “Palaces of Culture,” possibly schools, 
and certainly solidly built 
German homes – were 
standing when some of 
our grandfathers and 
grandmothers trod those 
paths. Tears of joy and a 
tightness in the throat 
accompany one’s linger-
ing in the old German vil-
lages.

Subsequently, four of 
those cousins have died, 
but their children still live 
in Ukraine. I had been in 
contact with the son of 
one of the Odessans until 
three days ago. I suspect 
that the internet has been 
cut.

Ukraine and its people, in-
cluding our predecessors, 
have suffered hugely and 
are now suffering again as Goliath attacks David. Go-
liath is a democracy in name only, ruled as an autoc-
racy by Putin and his cronies and toadies. David is a 
fledgling democracy, struggling to find its wings but 
learning and gaining confidence. Putin has shown 
his hand to the world by unilaterally and unprovok-
edly attacking Ukraine. This current David and Goli-
ath story will likely not end well for David. He has no 
Biblical stone with which to kill Goliath, and though 
David is putting up a remarkable, even miraculous, 
fight for his freedom and independence, Goliath has 
the manpower and resources to literally destroy Da-
vid. That is my fear, that Goliath will leave Ukraine in 
ruins before conquering it.

Ukraine does matter. It matters because it is big, al-
most as large as Texas. It is the largest country in Eu-
rope, other than Russia. It has great potential. It has 
huge reserves of natural resources. This has to be one 
of Putin’s ulterior motives in attacking Ukraine. More 
important are Ukraine’s 44 million people, most of 

whom stand for freedom 
and democracy, for self-
determination, and for 
independence. They are 
our brothers and sisters 
not only because we are 
related to them but be-
cause we share these ide-
als with them.
 
 Ukrainians gained inde-
pendence in 1991 with 
the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. They poured into 
the streets during the 
peaceful Orange Revolu-
tion to protest the fraud-
ulent 2004 election and 
again during the 2013 
Euromaiden demonstra-
tions protesting the gov-
ernment’s decision not to 
sign an agreement tying 
Ukraine more closely with 

the European Union. This resulted in Putin’s takeover 
of Crimea and his fomenting of rebellion in the Do-
netsk and Luhansk regions of eastern Ukraine in 2014. 
Goliath has begun the first major land war in Europe 
since WWII. Ukrainians are again suffering, and many 
are putting their lives on the line for freedom.

Our hopes and prayers are for Ukraine.

K. Vogele
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2022 ANNUAL AHSGR 
STORYTELLING CONTEST 

The American Historical Society of Germans from Russia is seeking unpublished personal 
stories about the history, culture, folklore, language, or life experiences of Germans from 
Russia. 

All stories must be in English. Written stories must be no longer than 1,500 words and 
audio/video stories must be no longer than 15 minutes. See page two for additional rules 
and details. Deadline is May 31, 2022. 

Please check the category for which you are entering your submission: 
CATEGORY AWARDS 
 Adult Division:  age 15 and above First Place $100 
 Youth Division: age 14 and below Second Place $75 
    (Youth membership to all winners) Third Place  $50 
 Written Fourth Place  $25 
 Multi-media  Honorable Mentions possible 

ENTRY FORM 
This completed form must accompany your entry. 

I hereby give my permission to allow the inclusion of the following story in the annual 
Storytelling Contest of the American Historical Society of Germans from Russia:  

  This story/multimedia has not previously been published/posted in any form. 

  I own all copyright to my story/multimedia. 

 I grant AHSGR the rights to publish my story and multimedia for AHSGR use. 

Signature:  __________ Date________________ 

Story Title: ____________ 

Format of your story: _________________________________________________________ 

I am currently a member of AHSGR:   Yes   No 

I plan to be at the AHSGR Convention in Pasco, WA (July 28-Aug 1)     Yes     No 

FULL NAME: (please PRINT clearly):  ____________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: (Street & Apartment Number): ______________________________________
CITY: _________________________________ STATE:   __________ ZIP: ______ 

PHONE (Include Area Code): ____________ EMAIL: 

____YOUTH ONLY:  
AGE: ____ BIRTHDATE: ____________ PARENT SIGNATURE:__________________________ 
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AHSGR STORYTELLING CONTEST RULES 
Deadline is May 31, 2022

AHSGR is seeking unpublished stories about the history, culture, folklore, language, or 
life experiences of Germans from Russia. The story must deal with an aspect of Germans 
from Russia.  

To put your story in context, you might want to begin with something like… This story is 
based on an actual incident that took place about 1890, in the Volga village of Straub. 
The story was often told by my grandfather who was born in Straub in 1875 and who 
immigrated to the United States in 1907.”   

Examples may include: 
• Memories of village life in the Old Country (festivals, traditions, foods)
• Stories of immigration to the New World (the voyage, Ellis Island, early hardships)
• “Believe it or not” family, inspiring stories, etc.
• Videos can be demonstrations (interviews with elders, dance, recipes, etc.)

1. Written entries should be double-spaced on 8½x11” white paper with one-inch
margins in a standard 12-point typeface. Stories must be in English and no longer
than 1,500 words.

a. Electronic stories should be submitted as a PDF.
b. If submitting your entry by regular mail, include five typewritten copies.
c. Attach photos that would enhance your story. Photos should be 300dpi and

submitted as JPG or PNG.
2. Videos must be provided in AVI or MPEG format. Multimedia must be no longer

than 15 minutes.
3. Do NOT include your name on your story; write your name just on the entry form.
4. The title of the story must appear on the first page of each entry.
5. Include a short biography of yourself and a photo.
6. Do not send originals, as they will not be returned.
7. Contestants may submit as many entries they wish, but each entry must be

accompanied by a separate completed entry form.
8. Receipt of your entry will be acknowledged by email.
9. Stories will be evaluated by judges using a score sheet.
10. Results will be announced at the AHSGR Annual Convention.

By e-mail: Send this completed form, a copy of your entry, photos that will enhance 
your story, a short biography, and a photograph of yourself to ahsgr@ahsgr.org with 
“Storytelling Contest: Attention E&P Coordinator” in the subject line. 

Regular mail: Send this form, five printed copies of your story, a copy on a CD or flash 
drive (if possible), pictures, bio and a photograph of yourself to AHSGR Storytelling 
Contest, 631 D St., Lincoln, NE 68502. 


