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Wednesday, August 2
12-4 pm:  Set-up-All BOD and volunteers
1-4:30 pm:  Registration 
1-4 pm:  Bookstore & Research Room open

Thursday, August 3
8 am-4:30 pm:  Registration 
8 am-12 pm:  Tour 1 - “Neighborhood Memories and Greeley History”, 
purchase required
8:30-9:30 am:  BOD and BOT meeting
9 am-12 pm:  Bookstore set-up or open
9 am-12 pm:  Silent Auction in Bookstore set-up or open
9 am-12 pm:  Research Room set-up or open
9:30-11:45 am:  Beginning German from Russia Research Workshop, 
purchase required
9:30-11 am:  Food Demonstration @ Senior Center, “Noodle   
Making”, purchase required
9:45 am-11:00 am:  Committee meetings
9:45-4:30 pm:  Trustee’s meeting
11:15 am-12:30 pm:  Committee meetings
12:30-1:30 pm:  Boxed Lunch, purchase required
1-3 pm:  Food Demonstration @ Senior Center, “Butterballs”, purchase 
required
1-4 pm:  Tour 2 - “Water in the West and Saving a Colorado Century 
Farm”, purchase required
1-4 pm:  Tour 3 - “Rows and Rails”, purchase required
1-4 pm:  Bookstore open
1-4 pm:  Silent Auction in Bookstore 
1-4 pm:  Research Room open
1:30-2:30 pm:  Mike Meisinger, First-time Attendees Orientation
1:30-2:45 pm:  Committee meetings
3-4 pm:  Research Library Orientation
3-4:15 pm:  Committee meetings
5-8:00 pm:  Welcome Night-Centennial Village-supper included

Friday, August 4 
8 am-5 pm:  Registration 
8-9:30 am:  Opening Session, Keynote speaker: Mark Sullivan - 
nationally acclaimed author of The Last Green Valley
9:45 am-4 pm:  Bookstore open
9:45 am-4 pm:  Silent Auction in Bookstore 
9:45 am-4 pm:  Research Room open
9:45 am-5 pm:  Vendors
9:45-10:45 am:  Presentations

Reinhard Nachtigal - The Protestant Church in Tsarist and Soviet 
Russia. A Survey on Communities and Churches
Tara Harris - Telling Your Family Story Through Ethnographic Art
Ellen Laubhan - The Historical Characters Who Shaped Our 
Ancestors’ Destiny

9:45-10:45 am:  Village Gathering Areas 10 & 14; 11 &12
11 am-12 pm:  Presentations

Olga Litzenberger - German Traces on the Volga
Kara Hefner - A Journey of their Lifetimes: Preserving the Zahl and 
Schissler Stories

11 am-12 pm:  Village Gathering Area 1
11 am-12 pm:  Chapter Leaders meeting
12-2 pm:  Society & Foundation General meeting; Luncheon   
included
2:15-3:15 pm:  Presentations

Northern Colorado panel - Eastside Germans from Russia
Anna Bartkowski - The Art of Storytelling: Inspiration and Guidance 
for Family Historians
Ulrich Merten - Why did your ancestors leave their homeland and go 
to Russia? Germany in the 18th Century

Tentative Convention Schedule

2:15-3:15 pm:  Village Gathering Area 9 
3:15-4 pm:  Kuchen break 
3:45-4:45 pm:  Presentations

Raymond Karlin - The 1890 Census & The National Archives
Wayne Garman - The Story of the Holodomor 1932-1933:  A 
Germans from Russia Perspective

3:45-4:45 pm:  Village Coordinator’s meeting
5-7 pm:  Dinner on your own
7-10 pm: BEETS play reading @ LINK library
 Open to public $15; Free for registrants

Saturday, August 5
8 am-12 pm:  Registration 
8 am-2 pm:  Vendors
8-9 am:  Presentations 

Karen Keehr - Innovation with PastPerfect and Digitization Projects
Karen Schutte - We’re Leaving!
Maggie Hein - Migration to the Volga Colonies in 1772-1773: Who? 
How? Where from?

8-9 am:  Village Gathering Areas 5; 6
9 am-12 pm:  Silent Auction in Bookstore 
9 am-2:30 pm:  Bookstore open
9 am-2:30 pm:  Research Room open
9:15-10:15 am:  Presentations

Olga Litzenberger - The Bavarian Cultural Center of the Russian 
Germans (Nuremberg) and its work to preserve the history and culture 
of Russian Germans in Germany
Dr. Ronald Baesler - Struck Down But Not Destroyed: The Story of 
Rudolf Heupel, a German Russian Immigrant
TBD - title TBD

9:15-10:15 am:  Village Gathering Areas 8; 7 & 13 
10:30-11:30 am:  Presentations

CSU panel: Dr. Ken Rock, John Stencel, Mark Shelstad - Our Roots 
and Our Heritage at Colorado State University
Kris Jones - Settling Indian Frontiers: Germans from Russia in the 
Americas (Argentina, Brazil, Canada and the US) 1880-1917
Sharon Stahla - Pay It Forward: Keeping the History Alive

10:30-11:30 am:  Village Gathering Areas 3; 14 
11:30 am-1:15 pm:  Greeley Roots luncheon, purchase required 
12 pm:  Silent Auction closes
12:30-2:30 pm:  Pay and pick up Silent Auction items
1:30-4:30 pm:  BEETS play reading @ LINK Library
 Open to public $15, Free for registrants
1:30-2:30 pm: Presentations 

Reinhard Nachtigal - German Views on Russia’s War in Ukraine - a 
Snapshot of the Situation in Germany
Russ Gunther - WikiTree.com for your free Family Tree and 
Documented Sources

1:30-2:30 pm:  Clarence’s Non GR’s social get together
1:30-2:30 pm:  Village Gathering Area 2
2:45-3:45 pm:  Presentations

Alina Khuda - How Did Our Ancestor Colonists Live in Russia?: 
religion, houses, culture, traditions and how to find data
Nancy Lee Hendricks - Lizzie Schmidt, An American Puzzle

2:45-3:45 pm:  Storytelling Contest winners
3:45 pm:  Pack-up and clean-up of all rooms and materials
4-5 pm:  Post Convention BOD meeting 
5:30 pm:  No host Cocktail hour
6-7:30 pm:  Banquet, Speaker: Dr. Ken Rock

Presentation of Distinguished Service Awards 
Quilt raffle, Lantern presentation

7:30-11 pm:  Dutch Hop
Open to Public, $10 for non-registrants (tix at door)



Neighborhood Memories and Greeley History 
(8 am-12 pm)

Join the City of Greeley Historic Preservationist Betsy 
Kellums on a bus tour of the former German Russian 
‘Eastside Neighborhood’, now known as the ‘Sunrise 
Neighborhood’. Fellow AHSGR members share their 
anecdotal memories for an interesting onsite tour of one 
of Greeley’s historic neighborhoods!

10:15 a.m.- Step into the Greeley History Museum to 
explore the history of Greeley, including the formation 
of the Union Colony, the area’s agricultural heritage, 
adaptation and growth over time. Learn the stories of some 
of Northern Colorado’s famous residents like “Rattlesnake” 
Kate Slaughterback, Nathan Cook Meeker and more. 
Enjoy a special showing of a “Windows of Time’’ historic 
preservation documentary about the WWII P.O.W. Camp 
202 and brief discussion with Betsy Kellums. Enjoy a treat 
of Grebble from Schwartz’s Krautburger Kitchens, Inc., 
located in Greeley.

Water in the West and Saving a Colorado Century 
Farm
(1-4 pm)

In Colorado, water and agriculture go hand in hand 
as a headwater state. The Poudre Learning Center sits on 
over 120 acres of donated land, just South of its namesake, 
the Cache laPoudre River, and is part of the Cache 
laPoudre River National Heritage Area. Learn about this 
fascinating story of the inception of Western Water Law, 
the evolution of agriculture in the West and current issues 
amidst decades of explosive growth in Colorado. 

2:30 p.m. -  Join us for a visit to the Von Trotha-
Firestien Century Farm at Bracewell, to meet descendent 

Tour Information

and fellow AHSGR member Judy Firestien. This farm 
played host to important history and ground-breaking 
preservation legislation through recent designation as 
an Agricultural Heritage Site by the Weld County Board 
of Commissioners. Hear the captivating story of this 
community and the family farm, including the legislation 
that spared it’s dissection from a planned roadway change. 
(Pricing estimate: $15 per person)

End of tour and return back to the Doubletree by 
approximately 4:00 p.m.

Rows and Rails
(1-4 pm)

Start this tour and talk at the Fagerberg Produce 
Farms with a visit to the onion packing warehouse for an 
insider’s look at this amazing facility. Fagerberg Farms is 
a certified organic premium onion grower with a multi-
state operation between Colorado and Arizona. With two 
distinct planting techniques, this family-owned farm has 
been growing in Colorado since the 1940’s. 

2:40 p.m. - Follow up with a tour of the renowned 
Colorado Model Railroad Museum in downtown Greeley. 
After losing his father during the Battle of the Bulge in 
WWII, David G. Trussell turned this family tragedy from 
a coping mechanism as a child to a life-long passion he’s 
been sharing with the world since breaking ground for the 
museum in 2002 to house this 5,500 square foot operating 
model railroad. Here’s a peek at what to expect, including 
a note about ADA compliance exclusive to the first floor, 
not the mezzanine area: Visit https://www.cmrm.org/
visit/

End of tour and return back to the Doubletree by 
approximately 4 pm.

Workshop

Beginning German from Russia Research Workshop

Presented by Maggie Hein and Mike Meisinger
Thursday, August 3, 9:30-11:45 am

This is a two part presentation targeted at a beginning 
researcher who has minimal experience with Germans from 

Russia genealogical research.

There is no cost to attend the workshop

9:30-10:20 am:  Maggie Hein, How to Successfully Use   
  the Big Genealogy Web Sites

10:20-10:30 am:  Break

10:30- 11:20 am:  Mike Meisinger, Finding your Ancestor’s 
  Village

11:20-11:45 am:  Question session open to questions    
  from either part



Quilt Raffle

A - Cheryl White was raised in Sidney, Montana in an extended 
family of Black Sea Germans. After spending her career as a business 
consultant and a book publisher, she is recently retired. She began quilting 
for her dolls, her family and her friends when she was 10. As a long time 
supporter of the Greeley Chapter of ASHGR, she was delighted with the 
opportunity to design and craft a quilt for the convention. 108” x 90”

B - The Trinity Quilters have a very special area in the Trinity Lu-
theran School in Greeley, CO to sew, piece and quilt. They are a very tal-
ented and dedicated group of people who come from all walks of life and 

Tickets will be puchased according to individual quilts. 

A

B C

love to give back to our community. Over the years, they have supported 
many non-profit groups with their quilting efforts. They hold a quilt 
auction in October of the odd years to support the Trinity Lutheran 
Church and School. In the even years, they hold a bazaar to help fund 
their need for batting, tools and other materials.

Deb Frazier has been a member of Trinity Quilters for over 20 years. 
She grew up on the eastern Colorado plains, learning to embroider, sew 
and crochet from her mom and grandmother and is a self-taught knitter 
and quilter. Her husband, Larry, has the German- Russian heritage and 
his mom and grandmother helped Deb learn many of the traditional 
recipes she still cooks. Deb has been doing income tax and bookkeeping 
for over 40 years.

Jacque Wiegel helped found the Trinity Quilters as we know it 
today. She is a local hairdresser with her own shop and has her own 
long-arm quilting machine. She has taught many quilting classes over 
the years and helps and advises over 30 quilters with their projects at 
Trinity Quilters. Jacque lived in many places growing up. She married 
into the German- Russian heritage and has gotten many recipes from 
her mother-in-law that she continues to make for her family.

C - Jill Burkey was raised in Fort Morgan in a Danish farm family 
among a lot of Germans from Russia.  She retired from the Dean’s Office 
Staff in the Monfort College of Business at UNC.  She raised her children 
here in Greeley.  She has always been sewing and knitting and crafting 
and doesn’t feel right if her hands aren’t busy working on a project.  She 
was excited to find a new quilting project when I talked to her about our 
convention and was asking the quilters in our UNC Bunko group about 
interest in doing a quilt.  She completed the work for free.

Food Demonstrations
Both demonstrations take place on Thursday, August 3rd 
at the Senior Center. Signup is required; tickets are $10

Noodle Making    (9:30-11 am)

Butterballs    (1-3 pm)

Reading of “Beets”

The American Historical Society of Germans from 
Russia (AHSGR), will be presenting a reading of an 
original play by local playwright Rick Padden, on Aug. 
4th and 5th at the LINC Library and Innovation Center 
in Greeley, CO. Friday’s performance lasts from 7-10 pm, 
and Saturday’s matinee will take place from 1:30-3:30 pm. 

“Beets” is a two-act play – set in Berthoud, Colo. 
in 1944-45 – when German POWs from Camp 202 
near Greeley were used as stoop laborers on Northern 

Colorado sugar beet farms, and explores the treatment of 
POWs (400,000 brought to the mainland during WWII) 
and the reactions to their presence by a rural Colorado 
farm family.

Tickets are included in the registration costs, but extra 
tickets are available to the public at $15 per person.

Youth Program
The Youth Program takes Saturday, August 5, and is 

open to all youth ages 5-18. It will take place at the LINC 
Library. Exploration of the Germans from Russian culture 
and youth will learn the “Chicken Dance” among other 
activities included in the program for the day.

Tickets for the Youth Day program are $5 per person. 
Tickets including the Youth Day program with the 
Saturday Banquet and Dutch Hop are $50.


